
 

Sixth Grade Summer Homework 2017 

Dear Incoming 6’s, 

Welcome to the Seniors! As has been the case throughout your Arbor career, you have a set of 
assignments to do over the summer. Our purposes in assigning you this work are to keep fresh 
the many skills you have acquired, to prepare you for the classes that you will be starting in the 
fall, and to give you the opportunity to make work that can be used to enrich the classrooms and 
inform your peers.  
 
All of the summer homework assignments (Humanities, Math, and Spanish) are contained in this 
document. To summarize them: for Humanities, we’re asking you to read from the Senior 
Summer Reading list, do a short piece of writing about one of the books you read, and make a 
map of Eurasia. For math we’re suggesting that you do some practice problems to keep your 
skills fresh and offering you some puzzles if you would like to do them. For Spanish, we’re 
asking you to teach the alphabet song to someone, practice the Spanish conversations that you’ve 
worked on, and try to come up with English cognates of Spanish words. 
 
In early August you should expect to receive a letter from your new Seminar teacher welcoming 
you personally. 
 
See you in the fall! 
 
- The Senior Team 
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HUMANITIES 
 
1) READING: 
 
Honestly, there is probably no single thing that is more important for your continued intellectual 
growth than reading good books. So definitely read this summer! 
 
At least three of the books you read this summer should be from the Arbor Senior Summer 
Reading 2017 list (the list is also located on the Summer Homework section of the Arbor 
website!). After you read three books record them below and then pick one to do some writing 
about. (If you don’t want to print this page out, you can make your list on another piece of 
paper.) Put a star next to the book you decide to write about.  
 
Title: Author: 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2) WRITING: 
  
Think back on the characters, events, and storytelling in the book you chose. If you were to 
describe it to someone, what big idea would you say this book explores? Some possibilities of 
words you might use to describe the book are below. Feel free to use one of these or another 
theme you think fits. 
 
Example themes:  
 

Hope Struggle Courage  
Friendship Growing up Loss 
Love Change Conflict 
Rebellion Justice Identity 
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Fill in the sentence below as a start to your writing assignment:  
 
___________________________________________ is a book about __________________. 

(title) (theme/idea) 
 
Prewriting: Please create a mindmap (on the back of this sheet or on another piece of paper) 
with your theme in the center. Include specific examples from the book that demonstrate the 
theme. 
 
Drafting: On a separate piece of paper write an essay explaining how the word you chose is a 
major theme in your book. Your essay should be at least two paragraphs long. 
 
Revising: After you have finished your rough draft, read it aloud to yourself and then revise and 
edit in another color.  
 
 
3) MAPPING: 
 
Create a map of Eurasia, the Mediterranean, and Mesopotamia (those words may be unfamiliar 
to you -- this means a map that stretches from roughly 10 degrees west to roughly 60 degrees 
east longitude and from roughly 20 degrees north to roughly 75 degrees north latitude).  
 
Your map should be on a piece of paper that is about 18” by 24”, and the map should take up 
most of the page. 
 
Your map should include a scale indicating approximate distances. (This can actually be pretty 
tricky! If you are using one of our pre-made outlines, we’ve put the approximate scale on them.) 
 
You are welcome to trace the outline that Linus gave you during the last week of school. (If you 
don’t have that outline, there are more available in the Arbor Office.) You can either just trace 
the grid lines and draw the continents in yourself or trace both the grid lines and the continents. 
If you do this, please trace them onto a single piece of nice-quality paper (they only work in the 
photocopier as two pieces of paper!). You’re also welcome to make the grid lines and draw the 
continents on your own as you did with your world maps in the Intermediates.  
 
Once you’ve made the grid lines and the continents, you should include the major physical 
features of the area, especially the mountains and rivers. In this case, that includes (but need not 
be limited to) the Zagros, Balkan, Caucasian, Carpathian, and Alp mountain ranges and the 
Tigris, Euphrates, Nile, Danube, Rhine, Seine, and Volga rivers. These physical features should 
be visible from a decent distance (in other words, use, for example, a thin sharpie or bold colors 
to draw and label them).  
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Your maps will hang in the Senior Rooms, orienting all of us to the geography of the area we’re 
studying and be one of the first things that guests notice when they come to the Senior Building. 
(Please don’t forget to put your name somewhere on the front of your map!) 
 
 
OPTIONAL: 
If you like, you can include historical information of some kind on your map. Since we will be 
studying things that happened several thousand years ago as well as things that are happening 
now, the range of information that you might include on your map is wide open. Have a look at 
an historical atlas. If there is a time period that is especially interesting to you, or an aspect of 
history (religion, exploration, warfare…), include information having to do with that. If you 
decide to include historical information, please remember to include a key as well as a date or 
dates, and know that you can put this information directly onto your map or make an overlay. 
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MATH 
 
It is a fact that math skills deteriorate if you do not practice them! Therefore, for your summer 
homework we suggest that you work through the practice set on Arbor’s website (it’s a 
document called “6th Grade Practice Problems and Puzzles 2017” in the Summer Homework 
section of the website) or that you join the math class on Khan Academy by following the 
directions below. Whichever method of practice you choose -- our problems or Khan Academy 
-- we recommend that you sprinkle your practice over the course of the summer. Don’t overload 
yourself; just do some practice to keep your skills in shape!  
  
There are also puzzles (in that same document: “6th Grade Practice Problems and Puzzles 2017”) 
that might be fun to do! 
  
  
Khan Academy Instructions: 

1. Sign up at khanacademy.org (or log in if you already have an account). 
2. Visit khanacademy.org/coaches (the “Coaches” tab in your profile). 
3. In the “Add a coach” field, enter the class code: 8FC5MX 
4. Click the site’s logo or visit the “Home” tab under your personal profile to see the 

class/grade practice options. 
5. Click “5th” under “Math by Grade” and you’ll start getting practice problems.  
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SPANISH (El alfabeto, Conversación, Cognado) 
  
Rising Sixes have had approximately two hours of class time in Spanish this spring. Our focus 
has been threefold: 
• investigating why we are able to guess correctly the meanings of many Spanish words 
• becoming comfortable hearing, recognizing, and producing the sounds of the language 
• practicing basic greetings and conversational gambits to begin communicating in Spanish 
The summer homework, which consists of the three sections below, is an extension of the initial 
classroom experience, designed to sustain and extend familiarity with sounds and conversational 
basics via face-to-face application. 
  
1) El alfabeto: 
 
• Teach the alphabet song to someone. Try saying the following rhyme to help you remember how the 
vowels sound: a e i o u, el burro sabe más que tú. 
• Write me a note saying whom you taught and how it went. How exactly did you teach your student the 
alphabet song? Did you break it up into sections? What was difficult for him or her? What did you do to 
help your student? 
 
 El alfabeto español English pronunciation guide  
a b c ch ah beh ceh che 
d e f g deh eh efeh heh 
h* i j k ah-che ee (like week) hohta kah 
l ll m n eleh eh-yeh emeh eneh 
ñ o p q enyeh oh (like go) peh kooh (like coop) 
r rr s t ereh erreh eseh teh 
u v w ooh (like boot) veh / beh doble veh (beh) 
x          y z eh-kees ee-griega seta 

*Remember when we read in Spanish, Hs are silent! Js sound like an English H, as in jalapeño. 
 
  
2) Conversación: 
  
Practice having conversations with classmates, friends, and family members. Do this several times over 
the summer and see how long you can keep your conversations going. If your parent does not know 
Spanish, you can teach him or her what you have learned. You will know you have practiced enough 
when you feel comfortable asking and answering all of the following: 
Preguntas / Questions Respuestas / Responses 

¡Hola! 
Buenos días (good morning) 

Buenas tardes (good afternoon) 
Buenas noches (good evening) 
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¿Cómo te llamas? Me llamo… . 
 ¿Y tú? 
  
¿Cómo estás? muy bien, bien, más o menos, mal, muy mal, 
 gracias. ¿Y tú? 
  
¿Cuántos años tienes? Yo tengo …° años. ¿Y tú? 
  
¡Adiós! 
Hasta luego (until later) 
Hasta mañana (until tomorrow) 

°Los números 0 - 12: cero, uno, dos, tres, cuatro, cinco, seis, siete, ocho, nueve, diez, once, doce 
  
3) Cognatus  •  cognado  •  cognate 
  
The Latin word cognatus means “related by blood.” Many words in languages such as English, 
Spanish, French, Italian, and Portuguese are similar in appearance and related in meaning 
because these languages have common roots in Latin. These similar, related words are called 
cognados in Spanish and cognates in English—“cognate” is an example of a cognate! Thinking 
about cognates will help you when you study English word roots as Seniors; it will also help you 
with your Spanish. 
  
In the list below, you can see how similar some Latin and Spanish words are. While their English 
meanings aren’t always cognates—that is, they don’t always look like the Latin and Spanish 
words—if you think hard, you can probably come up with an English word that is a cognate. Ask 
yourself, for example, “What is something that is very old and sounds like ‘antiqua’ or 
‘antigua’?” What is something that has to do with trees that sounds like ‘arbor’ or ‘árbol’? What 
is something that has to do with a year that sounds like ‘annus’ or ‘año’? You might come up 
with more than one cognate for each—that’s great! Your task is to copy down and try to fill out 
the following list. Then see if you can add more words. If you know another related language, 
include that as well! 
  

Latin Spanish English meaning English cognate(s)  

antiqua antigua ancient   

arbor árbol tree   

annus año year   

carnis carne meat   
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centum cien 100   

dormire dormir to sleep   

duodecim doce 12   

liber libro book   

manus mano hand   

populus pueblo people   

veritas verdad truth   

vita vida life   
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