
 

 

Seventh Grade Summer Homework 2019 

Dear Rising 7’s, 

As has been the case throughout your Arbor career, you have a set of assignments to do over the 
summer. Our purposes in assigning you this work are to keep fresh the many skills you have 
acquired, to prepare you for the studies you’ll be engaged in this fall, and to give you the 
opportunity to make work that can be used to enrich the classrooms and inform your peers.  
 
All of the summer homework assignments (Humanities, Math, and Spanish) are contained in this 
document.  
  
See you in the fall! 
 

- The Senior Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



HUMANITIES  
7th Grade 

  
 
SECTION 1: Reading & Writing 
  

➢ Reading Log: Your most important job is simply to spend time reading over the summer. 
Feed yourself with good books. Nothing is more important for your growth as a learner 
than reading. Please keep track of all the books you read this summer so you can turn in a 
neatly written list of their titles and authors.  

 
➢ Read at least two of the books on the Senior Summer Reading List available on the 

Arbor community website. About one of those books, write a clearly structured review 
that is at least two paragraphs long. What did you like about it? What did you dislike? 
Why? What did it remind you of? Would you recommend this book to someone else? 
Explain. Please revise and edit in another color.  

 
➢ Read at least one of the books on the list below. The list contains historical fiction, 

biography, and history that connect to the Americas curriculum year in Humanities. Try 
to choose a book that will be engaging for you and will also present an appropriate level 
of challenge. It should not be a book that you have read before. 

 
➢ After you finish that book, please spend some time (perhaps 2 hours all together) thinking 

and writing about the theme of rebellion.  
 

➢ Your assignment is to respond to one of the prompts below: 
 

○ Describe and analyze at least one example of rebellion that you found in your 
book. Why did it occur? Look not only for examples of rebellion among nations, 
but also rebellion within communities and families -- even feeling of rebellion 
within an individual.  

 
○ When is rebellion justified? When is it wise? Use examples from your reading to 

support your point of view.  
 

➢ PREWRITE:  
Start by brainstorming/planning what you might write about in your essay, including 
what specific examples from the book you could include to help show your point of view. 
Save evidence of your prewriting to turn in.  



 
➢ ROUGH DRAFT:  

Then write a draft of your essay. Use your prewriting as a guide and make sure you are 
responding fully to one of the prompts. 

 
➢ REVISE & EDIT:  

● Using a different color, thoroughly revise your essay - Find three places to add 
detail, make your word choice more interesting, make sure your ideas flow 
smoothly from one to the next, make sure your essay starts with a clear intro and 
ends with a sense of closure.  

● Check for mistakes related to spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, 
sentence structure, etc. Make edits with another color rather than erasing. We 
want to see evidence of the changes you made.  

 
➢ FINAL DRAFT:  

Create a clean final draft of your essay. This may be typed or handwritten. 
 

*** You will be expected to turn in your prewriting, revised rough draft, and final draft on  
the first day of school  

 
BOOK LIST:  

Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Chains 
As the Revolutionary War begins, a 13-year-old slave girl is sold to a 
family of prominent New York loyalists. With the battle for New York 
raging around her, Isabel is determined to obtain her own freedom. But 
does that mean aiding the rebels, serving the loyalists, or taking matters 
into her own hands? 
 

Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Forge 
A continuation of Chains as told from the perspective of Curzon. 

 
Bober, Natalie. Thomas Jefferson: Draftsman of a Nation  
*also available under its older title: Thomas Jefferson: Man on a Mountain 

Jefferson is one of the most interesting and important figures in American 
history: scientist, architect, revolutionary, President, and slave owner who 
declared in the Declaration of Independence that “all men are created 
equal.” This excellent biography explores his life in all its complexity. 
 

Collier, James Lincoln and Collier, Christopher.  My Brother Sam is Dead. 



When his older brother bravely joins the Revolutionary Army, Tim 
Meeker finds his loyalties torn. An engaging work of historical fiction. 

 
Dash, Joan.  A Dangerous Engine. 

Meet Benjamin Franklin: scientist, inventor, diplomat, revolutionary. An 
engaging biography. 

 
Forbes, Esther.  Johnny Tremain 

Johnny, a young apprentice silversmith, gets swept up in the drama of 
Revolutionary Boston. In this adventure story, he meets historical figures 
like John Hancock and John and Samuel Adams. 
 

Rinaldi, Ann. The Fifth of March 
Rachel Marsh is a servant in the Boston household of John Adams. But 
her loyalty to the Adams family is tested by her friendship with Matthew 
Kilroy, a British private who leads his soldiers in firing upon a mob of 
Boston citizens. 
 

Speare, Elizabeth George.  The Witch of Blackbird Pond. 
When Kit Tyler sails from the West Indies and joins her relatives in 
Connecticut in 1687, she feels caged and lonely. She finds friendship with 
a mysterious woman who is also an outsider, but the colony’s suspicions 
imperil her future. 
 

Voigt, Cynthia.  The Tillerman Cycle. 
The four Tillerman children have lost both of their parents. Sammy, 
Maybeth, James and Dicey must find a place to call home and discover 
who they are. In an intricate web of familial ties, the Tillerman children 
must face a cold world with only each other for support. This critically 
acclaimed 7-book series follows the lives of these children along with 
their family and friends, shining a glaring light on the realities of a 
seemingly foreign world that lie in our own backyards. 

 
 
SECTION  2: Map Making - North America 
 
You have two options for making the outline of your map: 

1. You can use one of the pre-made grid and continent outlines that are available in 
the Arbor Office. If you do this, please trace that grid and outline onto a separate 



sheet of paper rather than using the two sheets of paper that the pre-made ones are 
on. Use nice quality paper! (This means that you may need to tape it to a window 
in order to trace.) 

2. You can create your own map from scratch by first drawing the latitude and 
longitude lines as you practiced in the Intermediates. 

 
Map requirements:  
 
❏ Create a map of North America from roughly 180º W to 30º W and from the North Pole to 

the Equator. Lines of latitude and longitude with degrees and compass points should be 
labeled (e.g. 10º N). 

 
❏ Your map should be on a piece of paper that is about 17” x 20” or larger, and the map should 

take up most of the page. 
 
❏ Your map should include a scale indicating approximate distances. 
 
❏ Your map should include the Mississippi River, the Rio Grande, and the Columbia River.  
  
❏ Include a compass rose indicating the cardinal directions. 
 
❏ Your main mapping task is to show historical borders in North America from a time period 

of your choosing. We’ve provided some potential topics and resources to help you get 
started. You may also choose to do some independent research into historical borders in 
North America during a time period not included in the list.  
❖ 1491 - Pre-European Contact 

➢ Indigenous Language Groups 
1. https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/File:Langs_N.Amer.png 
2. https://native-land.ca/ 

➢ Indigenous Cultural Groups/Territories 
1. https://native-land.ca/ 
2. https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2014/06/24/323665644/the-ma

p-of-native-american-tribes-youve-never-seen-before 
3. https://docs.google.com/document/d/19F3fTv5U89U2GoyYmtYQSzHO

m9voLh772Qu7MbEg_hU/edit?usp=sharing 
❖ 1783 - Formation of US - Thirteen Colonies 

1. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territorial_evolution_of_North_America_since_
1763#/media/File:Non-Native_Nations_Claim_over_NAFTA_countries_1783
.png 
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2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territorial_evolution_of_North_America_since_
1763 (scroll down the page to find information on borders in 1783) 

❖ 1803 - Expansion of US through Midwest 
1. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territorial_evolution_of_North_America_since_

1763#/media/File:Non-Native_Nations_Claim_over_NAFTA_countries_1783
.png 

2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territorial_evolution_of_North_America_since_
1763 (scroll down the page to find information on borders in 1783) 

❖ 1848 - Expansion of US to the Rio Grande and the West Coast 
1. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territorial_evolution_of_North_America_since_

1763#/media/File:Non-Native_American_Nations_Control_over_N_America
_1848.png 

2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territorial_evolution_of_North_America_since_
1763 (scroll down the page to find information on borders in 1783) 

❖ Optional - Independent research: Choose a different time period to show on your map 
(maybe you’re interested in learning about borders during the Civil War or at the time 
Canada gained independence from Great Britain). You will need to do some research 
on your own in order to find resources for your map, although this is a good place to 
start looking: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territorial_evolution_of_North_America_since_1763 

 
❏ Use color or other design techniques to make your map beautiful and informative. This will 

hopefully help you better understand and imagine the continent’s geography and make your 
map more attractive when it is displayed on the classroom walls. In the past, students have 
used watercolor, colored pencils, oil pastel, textiles, and more. This is an opportunity for you 
to be expressive.  

 
 
 
 
MATH 
 
It is a fact that math skills deteriorate if you do not practice them! Therefore, for your summer 
homework we suggest that you work through the practice set on Arbor’s website (it’s a 
document called “7th Grade Practice Problems and Puzzles” in the Summer Homework section 
of the website) We recommend that you sprinkle your practice over the course of the summer. 
Don’t overload yourself; just do some practice to keep your skills in shape!  
  
There are also puzzles (in that same document: “7th Grade Practice Problems and Puzzles”) that 
might be fun to do! 
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SPANISH 
Household vocabulary and writing 
For rising Sevens, our theme begins at home. What better time to practice common household 
words than when surrounded by the target vocabulary? 
 
Part one: Increase your vocabulary 
Try to learn all of the household words below. You should be able to use (and spell) these words 
by September. One helpful thing you can do, if your parents agree, is to label the objects in your 
house. Leave the labels up until you think you have learned the words, then take them down and 
test yourself. Ask yourself what each room and thing is called as you walk around your house. If 
you can’t remember, put the label back up. You might also make flashcards or accordions, have 
someone quiz you, and use the words in conversation. This is not something to cram into the last 
week of summer. 
 
Part two: Written description: mi casa -- o -- la casa de mis sueños 
Write as much as you can about what is in a house. You can write about your own house or 
about your dream house. You should be able to write a full page. How much can you say? Once 
you have written your house description, read it aloud and fix any mistakes you find. 
 

Remember we can say “hay” for “there is” or “there are.” 
En mi casa hay tres baños y siete dormitorios. 
Hay una ventana pequeña en el baño grande. 
Hay una biblioteca en la casa de mis sueños. 

 
As an option, you may choose to make a visual display or model of your house or your dream 
house. If you choose this option, label the vocabulary words.  
 

Vocabulario de la casa 
los cuartos the rooms la cocina the kitchen 
el (cuarto de) baño the bathroom el comedor the dining room 
la sala the living room el dormitorio the bedroom 
los muebles the furniture las cortinas the curtains 
la mesa the table la cama the bed 
el escritorio the desk la cómoda the dresser 
la estantería the bookshelf el sofá the couch 
la silla the chair la alfombra the carpet / rug 
la ventana the window la puerta the door 
el armario the closet / cupboard el reloj the clock 



el teléfono the phone el estéreo the stereo  
el televisor the TV el fregadero the kitchen sink 
la lámpara the lamp el horno the oven 
el horno de microondas the microwave el lavaplatos the dishwasher 
el refrigerador the fridge la ducha the shower 
el lavabo the sink la bañera the bathtub 
el inodoro the toilet 
 

¿De quién es?   Whose is it? 
mi dormitorio my bedroom 
el dormitorio de mi hermano my brother’s room 
el dormitorio de mis padres my parents’ room 
la casa de mis sueños my dream house 

 
These words are optional for now, but will be required later: 

el sótano the basement el desván the attic 
el piso the floor el techo the roof 
el congelador the freezer la estufa the stove 
el espejo the mirror la radio the radio 
el sillón the easy chair las llaves the keys 
 
 
Optional activities to support your Spanish learning: 

Summer is a fine time to put what is learned in school to use in the context of the larger 
community. Why not fold a little Spanish into your explorations of the world just for fun? 

Events and opportunities: 
• Check out the Fiesta Mexicana in early August in Woodburn. For details regarding this festival 
of families and culture, see woodburnfiestamexicana.com. 
 
• The Milagro Theater in Southeast Portland, where Eights attend the annual Day of the Dead 
play and other shows, hosts summer classes and events. For details, see www.milagro.org. 
 
• Spanish in books: Check out picture dictionaries or picture books from your library; there 
should be a Spanish-language area in the kids’ section. Look for books with lots of pictures or 
translations of familiar books to aid understanding. While you are at the library, look for books 
on CD or DVDs with a Spanish language track and/or subtitles. 
 



• Spanish on television: Watch soccer or the news in Spanish. Try out other TV shows (of 
course, they vary greatly in quality and suitability, as do programs in English). Look for 
Telemundo, Estrella, and other channels, depending on your TV service. Watch DVDs of your 
favorite movies and TV shows with the Spanish-language track and/or subtitles turned on. DVD 
packaging will say which languages they contain; turning on these options is simply a matter of 
navigating the DVD’s main menu. Search Netflix under “Spanish language” for more titles. 
 
• Spanish in the news: BBC Mundo is an excellent news source, even just to get an idea of 
photos and headlines: http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo/.  
 
• Spanish on your gizmos: Try using the automatic check-out machines at the grocery store or an 
ATM in Spanish. Try setting your cell phone’s language to Spanish.  
 
• Spanish on the radio: Try an all-Spanish FM station, or an online radio station. 
 
• Spanish in podcasts: I recommend Duolingo, and there are several others for language learners. 
 
• Spanish on your labels: We often ignore the fact that much of what we buy is printed in both 
English and Spanish, from instructional manuals to food packaging to clothing tags. Having both 
side-by-side makes the Spanish easier to figure out. Also look for signs, pamphlets, and flyers. 
 
• Spanish out and about: If you hear Spanish spoken, near or far from home, have a listen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


