
 

 

 

Sixth Grade Summer Homework 2019 

Dear Incoming 6’s, 

Welcome to the Seniors! As has been the case throughout your Arbor career, you have a set of 
assignments to do over the summer. Our purposes in assigning you this work are to keep fresh 
the many skills you have acquired, to prepare you for the classes that you will be starting in the 
fall, and to give you the opportunity to make work that can be used to enrich the classrooms and 
inform your peers.  
 
All of the summer homework assignments (Humanities, Math, and Spanish) are contained in this 
document. To summarize them: for Humanities, we’re asking you to read from the Senior 
Summer Reading list, do a short piece of writing about one of the books you read, and make a 
map of South Asia. For math we’re suggesting that you do some practice problems to keep your 
skills fresh and offering you some puzzles if you would like to do them. For Spanish, we’re 
asking you to teach the alphabet song to someone, practice the Spanish conversations that you’ve 
worked on, and try to come up with English cognates of Spanish words. 
 
In early August you should expect to receive a letter from your new Seminar teacher welcoming 
you personally. 
 
See you in the fall! 
 
- The Senior Team 
 

 

 

 

 



 

HUMANITIES  
6th Grade 

  
 
SECTION 1: Reading & Writing 
  

➢ Reading Log: Your most important job is simply to spend time reading over the summer. 
Feed yourself with good books. Nothing is more important for your growth as a learner 
than reading. Please keep track of all the books you read this summer so you can turn in a 
neatly written list of their titles and authors.  

 
➢ Read at least one of the books on the Senior Summer Reading List available on the 

Arbor community website. About one of those books, write a clearly structured review 
that is at least two paragraphs long. What did you like about it? What did you dislike? 
Why? What did it remind you of? Would you recommend this book to someone else? 
Explain. Please revise and edit in another color.  

 
➢ Read at least one of the books on the list below. The list contains historical fiction, 

biography, and history that connect to the Americas curriculum year in Humanities. Try 
to choose a book that will be engaging for you and will also present an appropriate level 
of challenge. It should not be a book that you have read before. 

 
➢ After you finish that book, please spend some time (perhaps 1-2 hours all together) 

thinking and writing about the theme of rebellion.  
 

➢ Your assignment is to respond to one of the prompts below: 
 

○ Describe and analyze at least one example of rebellion that you found in your 
book. Why did it occur? Look not only for examples of rebellion among nations, 
but also rebellion within communities and families -- even feeling of rebellion 
within an individual.  

 
○ When is rebellion justified? When is it wise? Use examples from your reading to 

support your point of view.  
 

➢ PREWRITE:  
Start by brainstorming/planning what you might write about in your essay, including 
what specific examples from the book you could include to help show your point of view. 
Save evidence of your prewriting to turn in.  

 



 

 
➢ ROUGH DRAFT:  

Then write a draft of your essay. Use your prewriting as a guide and make sure you are 
responding fully to one of the prompts. 

 
➢ REVISE & EDIT:  

● Using a different color, thoroughly revise your essay - Find three places to add 
detail, make your word choice more interesting, make sure your ideas flow 
smoothly from one to the next, make sure your essay starts with a clear intro and 
ends with a sense of closure.  

● Check for mistakes related to spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, 
sentence structure, etc. Make edits with another color rather than erasing. We 
want to see evidence of the changes you made.  

 
➢ FINAL DRAFT:  

Create a clean final draft of your essay. This may be typed or handwritten. 
 

*** You will be expected to turn in your prewriting, revised rough draft, and final draft on  
the first day of school  

 
BOOK LIST:  

Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Chains 
As the Revolutionary War begins, a 13-year-old slave girl is sold to a 
family of prominent New York loyalists. With the battle for New York 
raging around her, Isabel is determined to obtain her own freedom. But 
does that mean aiding the rebels, serving the loyalists, or taking matters 
into her own hands? 
 

Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Forge 
A continuation of Chains as told from the perspective of Curzon. 

 
Bober, Natalie. Thomas Jefferson: Draftsman of a Nation  
*also available under its older title: Thomas Jefferson: Man on a Mountain 

Jefferson is one of the most interesting and important figures in American 
history: scientist, architect, revolutionary, President, and slave owner who 
declared in the Declaration of Independence that “all men are created 
equal.” This excellent biography explores his life in all its complexity. 
 

Collier, James Lincoln and Collier, Christopher.  My Brother Sam is Dead. 

 



 

When his older brother bravely joins the Revolutionary Army, Tim 
Meeker finds his loyalties torn. An engaging work of historical fiction. 

 
Dash, Joan.  A Dangerous Engine. 

Meet Benjamin Franklin: scientist, inventor, diplomat, revolutionary. An 
engaging biography. 

 
Forbes, Esther.  Johnny Tremain 

Johnny, a young apprentice silversmith, gets swept up in the drama of 
Revolutionary Boston. In this adventure story, he meets historical figures 
like John Hancock and John and Samuel Adams. 
 

Rinaldi, Ann. The Fifth of March 
Rachel Marsh is a servant in the Boston household of John Adams. But 
her loyalty to the Adams family is tested by her friendship with Matthew 
Kilroy, a British private who leads his soldiers in firing upon a mob of 
Boston citizens. 
 

Speare, Elizabeth George.  The Witch of Blackbird Pond. 
When Kit Tyler sails from the West Indies and joins her relatives in 
Connecticut in 1687, she feels caged and lonely. She finds friendship with 
a mysterious woman who is also an outsider, but the colony’s suspicions 
imperil her future. 
 

Voigt, Cynthia.  The Tillerman Cycle. 
The four Tillerman children have lost both of their parents. Sammy, 
Maybeth, James and Dicey must find a place to call home and discover 
who they are. In an intricate web of familial ties, the Tillerman children 
must face a cold world with only each other for support. This critically 
acclaimed 7-book series follows the lives of these children along with 
their family and friends, shining a glaring light on the realities of a 
seemingly foreign world that lie in our own backyards. 

 
 
SECTION  2: Map Making - North America 
 
You have two options for making the outline of your map: 

1. You can use one of the pre-made grid and continent outlines that are available in 
the Arbor Office. If you do this, please trace that grid and outline onto a separate 

 



 

sheet of paper rather than using the two sheets of paper that the pre-made ones are 
on. Use nice quality paper! (This means that you may need to tape it to a window 
in order to trace.) 

2. You can create your own map from scratch by first drawing the latitude and 
longitude lines as you practiced in the Intermediates. 

 
Map requirements:  
❏ Create a map of North America from roughly 180º W to 30º W and from the North Pole to 

the Equator. Lines of latitude and longitude with degrees and compass points should be 
labeled (e.g. 10º N). 

 
❏ Your map should be on a piece of paper that is about 17” x 20” or larger, and the map should 

take up most of the page. 
 
❏ Your map should include a scale indicating approximate distances. 
 
❏ Include a compass rose indicating the cardinal directions 
 
❏ Your map should include EITHER: 

❖ Contemporary political boundaries of North America, including:  
➢ Canadian provinces 
➢ Mexican states  
➢ US states 

OR: 
❖ Country borders and physical features of North America, including major mountain 

ranges, rivers, lakes, and oceans: 
 

➢ Columbia River 
➢ Mississippi River 
➢ Rio Grande 
➢ Colorado River 
➢ St. Lawrence River 
➢ Mackenzie River 
➢ Great Lakes 
➢ Lake Winnipeg 
➢ Great Bear Lake 

➢ Great Slave Lake 
➢ Cascade Mountains 
➢ Rocky Mountains 
➢ Appalachian Mountains 
➢ Sierra Madre Mountains 
➢ Pacific Ocean 
➢ Atlantic Ocean 
➢ Gulf of Mexico 
➢ Baffin Bay 

➢ Hudson Bay 
➢ Gulf of Alaska 
➢ Labrador Sea 
➢ Caribbean Sea 
➢ Great Basin 
➢ Great Plains 
➢ Sonoran Desert 
➢ Mojave Desert 
➢ Chihuahua Desert 

 
Optional: Grand Canyon, Mt. Denali, Mt. Rainier, Mt. Whitney, Mt. Washington, Arenal 
Volcano 

 



 

You should be able to find this information in any up-to-date world atlas. We’ve provided a few 
links here if you prefer to use an online resource:  

❖ Political Boundaries: 
➢ Canadian provinces - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provinces_and_territories_of_Canada#/media/Fi
le:Political_map_of_Canada.png 

➢ Mexican states - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_states_of_Mexico 
➢ US states - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_states_and_territories_of_the_United_St
ates#/media/File:Map_of_USA_with_state_names_2.svg 

❖ Physical features of North America: 
https://www.mapsofworld.com/physical-map/north-america.htm 

 
❏ Use color or other design techniques to make your map beautiful and informative. This will 

hopefully help you better understand and imagine the continent’s geography and make your 
map more attractive when it is displayed on the classroom walls. In the past, students have 
used watercolor, colored pencils, oil pastel, textiles, and more. This is an opportunity for you 
to be expressive.  

 
 

 
MATH 
 
It is a fact that math skills deteriorate if you do not practice them! Therefore, for your summer 
homework we suggest that you work through the practice set on Arbor’s website (it’s a 
document called “6th Grade Practice Problems and Puzzles” in the Summer Homework section 
of the website) We recommend that you sprinkle your practice over the course of the summer. 
Don’t overload yourself; just do some practice to keep your skills in shape!  
  
There are also puzzles (in that same document: “6th Grade Practice Problems and Puzzles”) that 
might be fun to do! 
  
 
 
SPANISH (El alfabeto, Conversación, Cognados) 
  
Rising Sixes have had approximately two hours of class time in Spanish this spring. Our focus 
has been threefold: 

• investigating why we are able to guess correctly the meanings of many Spanish words 
• becoming comfortable hearing, recognizing, and producing the sounds of the language 
• practicing basic greetings and conversation to begin communicating in Spanish 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provinces_and_territories_of_Canada#/media/File:Political_map_of_Canada.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provinces_and_territories_of_Canada#/media/File:Political_map_of_Canada.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_states_of_Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_states_and_territories_of_the_United_States#/media/File:Map_of_USA_with_state_names_2.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_states_and_territories_of_the_United_States#/media/File:Map_of_USA_with_state_names_2.svg
https://www.mapsofworld.com/physical-map/north-america.htm


 

The summer homework, which consists of the three sections below, is an extension of the initial 
classroom experience, designed to sustain and extend familiarity with sounds and conversational 
basics via face-to-face application. 
  
Section 1: El alfabeto 
• Teach the alphabet song to someone. Try saying the following rhyme to help you remember how the 
vowels sound: a e i o u, el burro sabe más que tú. 
• Write me a note saying whom you taught and how it went. How exactly did you teach your student the 
alphabet song? Did you break it up into sections? What was difficult for him or her? What did you do to 
help your student? 
 
        El alfabeto español                                   English pronunciation guide  
a b c ch ah beh ceh che 
d e f g deh eh efeh heh 
h* i j k ah-che ee (like week) hohta kah 
l ll m n eleh eh-yeh emeh eneh 
ñ o p q enyeh oh (like go) peh kooh (like coop) 
r rr s t ereh erreh eseh teh 
u v w ooh (like boot) veh / beh doble veh (beh) 
x          y z eh-kees ee-griega seta 

*Remember when we read in Spanish, Hs are silent! Js sound like an English H, as in jalapeño. 
  
Section 2: Conversación  
• Practice having conversations with classmates, friends, and family members. Do this several times 
over the summer and see how long you can keep your conversations going. If your parent does not know 
Spanish, you can teach him or her what you have learned. You will know you have practiced enough 
when you feel comfortable asking and answering all of the following: 
Preguntas / Questions Respuestas / Responses 

¡Hola! 
Buenos días (good morning) 

Buenas tardes (good afternoon) 
Buenas noches (good evening) 

¿Cómo te llamas? Me llamo… . 
 ¿Y tú? 
  
¿Cómo estás? muy bien, bien, más o menos, mal, muy mal, 
 gracias. ¿Y tú? 
  
¿Cuántos años tienes? Yo tengo …° años. ¿Y tú? 

¡Adiós! 
Hasta luego  

Hasta mañana  

 



 

Hasta pronto 

°Los números 0 - 12: cero, uno, dos, tres, cuatro, cinco, seis, siete, ocho, nueve, diez, once, doce 
  
Section 3: Cognatus  •  cognado  •  cognate 
  
The Latin word cognatus means “related by blood.” Many words in languages such as English, 
Spanish, French, Italian, and Portuguese are similar in appearance and related in meaning 
because these languages have common roots in Latin. These similar, related words are called 
cognados in Spanish and cognates in English—“cognate” is an example of a cognate! Thinking 
about cognates will help you when you study English word roots as Seniors; it will also help you 
with your Spanish. 
  
In the list below, you can see how similar some Latin and Spanish words are. While their English 
meanings aren’t always cognates—that is, they don’t always look like the Latin and Spanish 
words—if you think hard, you can probably come up with an English word that is a cognate. Ask 
yourself, for example, “What is something that is very old and sounds like ‘antiqua’ or 
‘antigua’?” What is something that has to do with trees that sounds like ‘arbor’ or ‘árbol’? What 
is something that has to do with a year that sounds like ‘annus’ or ‘año’? You might come up 
with more than one cognate for each—that’s great!  
• Your task is to copy down and try to fill out the following list. Then see if you can add 
more words. If you know another related language, include that as well! 
  

Latin Spanish English meaning English cognate(s)  

antiqua antigua ancient   

arbor árbol tree   

annus año year   

carnis carne meat   

centum cien 100   

dormire dormir to sleep   

duodecim doce 12   

liber libro book   

manus mano hand   

populus pueblo people   

veritas verdad truth   

 



 

vita vida life   
  

  
Optional activities to support your Spanish learning: 

Summer is a fine time to put what is learned in school to use in the context of the larger 
community. Why not fold a little Spanish into your explorations of the world just for fun? 

Events and opportunities: 
• Check out the Fiesta Mexicana in early August in Woodburn. For details regarding this festival 
of families and culture, see woodburnfiestamexicana.com. 
 
• The Milagro Theater in Southeast Portland, where Eights attend the annual Day of the Dead 
play and other shows, hosts summer classes and events. For details, see www.milagro.org. 
 
• Spanish in books: Check out picture dictionaries or picture books from your library; there 
should be a Spanish-language area in the kids’ section. Look for books with lots of pictures or 
translations of familiar books to aid understanding. While you are at the library, look for books 
on CD or DVDs with a Spanish language track and/or subtitles. 
 
• Spanish on television: Watch soccer or the news in Spanish. Try out other TV shows (of 
course, they vary greatly in quality and suitability, as do programs in English). Look for 
Telemundo, Estrella, and other channels, depending on your TV service. Watch DVDs of your 
favorite movies and TV shows with the Spanish-language track and/or subtitles turned on. DVD 
packaging will say which languages they contain; turning on these options is simply a matter of 
navigating the DVD’s main menu. Search Netflix under “Spanish language” for more titles. 
 
• Spanish in the news: BBC Mundo is an excellent news source, even just to get an idea of 
photos and headlines: http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo/.  
 
• Spanish on your gizmos: Try using the automatic check-out machines at the grocery store or an 
ATM in Spanish. Try setting your cell phone’s language to Spanish.  
 
• Spanish on the radio: Try an all-Spanish FM station, or an online radio station. 
 
• Spanish in podcasts: I recommend Duolingo, and there are several others for language learners. 
 
• Spanish on your labels: We often ignore the fact that much of what we buy is printed in both 
English and Spanish, from instructional manuals to food packaging to clothing tags. Having both 
side-by-side makes the Spanish easier to figure out. Also look for signs, pamphlets, and flyers. 

 



 

 
• Spanish out and about: If you hear Spanish spoken, near or far from home, have a listen.  

 


