
 

Dear Rising 8’s, 

As has been the case throughout your Arbor career, you have a set of assignments to do over the 
summer. Our purposes in assigning you this work are to keep fresh the many skills you have 
acquired, to prepare you for the studies you’ll be engaged in this fall, and to give you the 
opportunity to create work that can be used to enrich the classrooms and inform your peers. All 
of the summer homework assignments (Senior Project, Humanities, Math, and Spanish) are 
contained in this document.  
 
See you in the fall! 
 
— The Senior Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senior Project 
 
In the fall, you will be embarking on your Senior Project -- a great undertaking! This summer, 
you have four simple jobs related to your Senior Project. 
 
Your first job is to sample at least three new activities. Your Senior Project can be related to 
something you already know and love, of course, but it is also an excellent idea to try new 
things. Take a one day cooking class and try cooking a meal for your family. Attend a writing 
workshop or a beekeeping workshop or a glassblowing workshop. Visit a knitting store and try 
knitting a scarf. Watch videos on kite-making and try your hand at it.  
 
Your second job is to sample several books on subjects that you know little about. (By “sample,” 
I mean skim the table of contents and actually read one chapter - or a selection of  a chapter if the 
chapters are very long.) Then pick the book that interests you the most and read the whole thing. 



Read about astronomy or engineering or Medieval Europe or samurai. The idea is that this 
reading, like the new activities you sample, might inspire thoughts about your Senior Project. Be 
sure to write down the author and title of the book you read. You might consider writing it down 
in the back of … 
 
Your Senior Project Journal, because your third job is to acquire one. Pick a nice one that you 
like and will enjoy writing in -- not just an ordinary notebook. If you’re feeling really ambitious 
(or think you might like to try bookmaking as a new activity), make it by hand. Other than the 
title and author of the book that you read, you are not required to have written anything in the 
journal when you return in the fall, but you can write about your Senior Project thoughts if you 
want to. (It’s a good place, for example, for pros and cons lists!) 
 
Job number four is to communicate with me (Linus) about the things you’ve been trying and the 
things that you’ve been reading about. You’ll receive two emails (at your parents’ email 
addresses) from me, one in mid-July and one in mid-August, and your job will be to respond to 
the writing prompts and questions in those emails within a week of the dates that they’re sent on. 
 
More than anything, what you should do is explore, consider, and imagine. The Senior Project 
will be something that you’ll have to work hard at, but it should be something that brings you joy 
as well, so try out some new things this summer. 
 
 
 
  



HUMANITIES 
 
1) READING: 
 
Honestly, there is probably no single thing that is more important for your continued intellectual 
growth than reading good books. So definitely read this summer! 
 
At least three of the books you read this summer should be from the Arbor Senior Summer 
Reading 2018  list (the list is also located on the Summer Homework section of the Arbor 
website!). Record all of the books that you read (including the three from that list) below. (If you 
don’t want to print this page out, you can make your list on another piece of paper.)  
 
Title: Author: 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



2) READING AND MEMORIZING POETRY 
 
Spend about an hour reading poetry by Rabindranath Tagore, a famous South Asian writer (he 
wrote lots of other things besides poetry). There are numerous collections of his work, including 
in the Arbor Library. You can also find many of his poems online (just look up his name!). Take 
your time and think about what you are reading. If you choose poems from online, print them out 
and read them outside, somewhere quiet, the way poetry should be read, not in front of a 
computer screen. Pick one of his “fireflies” (as he called his short poems) and memorize it to 
share when we are back at school. Don’t worry: the “fireflies” really are very short. Be sure to 
practice it in the last few days before we get back to school. 
 
3) READING AND WRITING: 
 

In addition to the minimum of three books from the Arbor Senior Summer Reading 2018  list, 

choose and read at least one of the following books (it is a really good idea to read the writing 

prompts below before you read the book, so that you can have them in mind while reading and 

even mark parts of the book with sticky notes): 

Tusk and Stone  by Malcolm Boss 

The Conch Bearer  by Chitra Divakaruni 

Siddhartha  by Hermann Hesse 

Shabanu  by Suzanne Fisher Staples 

Shiva’s Fire  by Suzanne Fisher Staples 

The Broken Tusk  by Uma Krishnaswami 

Boys Without Names  by Kashmira Seth 

 

After reading the book of your choice, choose one of the prompts below to write to. You are well 

practiced at this variety of writing. You should start by doing planning of some kind (a mindmap, 

an outline). You should them write a draft that is at least five paragraphs long, including an intro 

and a conclusion. Then edit and revise the piece in different colors. You do NOT have to make a 

final draft of this piece, but it should demonstrate hard work in line with what we expect from a 

rising eighth-grader. 

 
Prompt #1: 



Think about how one of the main characters in your book faces situations involving cultural 
tradition. Referring to specific page numbers, find examples of your character having either to 
maintain tradition or to change it and explain those examples. What is your opinion of the 
characters’ choices and why? 
Prompt #2: 
Choose one character and explain how he or she faced conflict in the story. What was the cause 
of the conflict or conflicts? What were the the consequences? Do you agree with the character’s 
decisions? Why or why not? Find and describe, referring to specific page numbers, at least two 
examples from the book that support your points. 
 
4) MAPPING: 
 
Create a map of South Asia -- that is, a map of the area that extends from about 60 degrees E 
longitude to 95 degrees E longitude and from about 5 degrees north latitude to about 40 degrees 
north latitude. 
 
Your map should be on a piece of paper that is about 18” by 24”, and the map should take up 
most of the page. 
 
Your map should include a scale indicating approximate distances. (This can actually be pretty 
tricky! If you are using one of our pre-made outlines, we’ve put the approximate scale on them.) 
 
You should label the lines of latitude and longitude with their degree numbers. 
 
Your name should be prominently visible on your map. 
 
You are welcome to trace the outline that Linus gave you during the last week of school. (If you 
don’t have that outline, there are more available in the Arbor Office.) You can either just trace 
the grid lines and draw the continents in yourself or trace both the grid lines and the continents. 
If you do this, please trace them onto a single piece of high quality paper (they only work in the 
photocopier as two pieces of paper!). You’re also welcome to make the grid lines and draw the 
continents on your own as you did with your world maps in the Intermediates.  
 
Your map should include the major physical features of the area, especially the mountains and 
rivers. In this case, that includes (but need not be limited to) the Indus and Ganges Rivers, and 
the Himalayan Mountains, including the Karakoram and Hindu Kush ranges. (Please note that 
these names are transliterations from other languages, so the spellings may vary a bit in different 
atlases.) These physical features should be visible from a decent distance (in other words, use, 
for example, a thin sharpie or bold colors to draw and label them). 
 
You should include another layer of historical or current information of some kind on your map. 
Since we will be studying things that happened several thousand years ago as well as things that 
are happening now, the range of information that you might include on your map is wide open. It 
could be something current (languages, GDP per capita, religions) — think of the sorts of things 



that you put on the maps for your Spanish country projects. If there is a time period that is 
especially interesting to you, or an aspect of history (religion, exploration, warfare…), look in a 
historical atlas and include information having to do with that aspect of history. Remember to 
include a key as well as a date or dates, and know that you can put this information directly onto 
your map or make an overlay.  
 
Your map will hang in one of the Senior Rooms, orienting all of us to the geography of the area 
we’re studying and be one of the first things that guests notice when they come to the Senior 
Building. In other words, do take the time to make it beautiful. Color is not required, though it 
often does help in terms of both beauty and information. 
 
OPTIONAL:  
Add decorative elements related to South Asia or other decorations such as compass roses and so 
on. 
 
 
MATH 
 
If you are taking the HSPT or SSAT next year, you should work through the practice problems 
from Arbor’s website (it’s a document labeled “8th Grade Senior Math” on the Summer 
Homework Page). If you are taking the SSAT class at Arbor, this material will be covered during 
that week. Because math skills deteriorate if you don’t practice them, we encourage all students 
to practice math skills. You don’t need to do a set number of problems, and you certainly don’t 
need to spend your whole summer doing math: just get in some steady practice over the course 
of the summer to keep yours skills fresh. 
 
 
 
SPANISH 
 
SPANISH: Vocabulary & Travel Writing 
Having just completed an extended investigation of a Spanish-speaking country, rising Eights are 
ready to build and practice their trip and travel vocabulary. 
  
Part 1: Learn all of the travel vocabulary on the following pages. As you will see, many of the 
words are review. You are responsible for keeping them fresh in your mind. Use the study 
methods that work best for you. Break up the list of words into shorter sections and focus on a 
small set of words before moving on. Mastering the vocabulary is definitely not  something to be 
crammed into the last week of summer. 
 



Part 2: Tell the story of a trip, domestic or abroad, your own or someone else’s, real or 
imagined, from this summer or another time. Use as much of the vocabulary as you can. Say 
what you know how to say. Yes, you are limited to the present tense. We will learn the past tense 
in the fall! Turn in an initial draft and an edited, polished draft that will be read by your 
classmates. Length: how much can you say? I imagine you can fill a page or two, or perhaps 
even more. 
 
Questions to get you going: ¿A dónde vas? ¿Con quién vas? ¿Dónde está? ¿Está muy lejos? 
¿Por qué vas? ¿Cuándo vas? ¿Viajas en avión? ¿Qué tiempo hace? ¿Cómo es la geografía? 
¿Cómo es el viaje? ¿Qué haces? ¿Qué ves? ¿Qué aprendes? ¿Qué piensas de tu viaje? ¿Cuál es tu 
parte favorita del viaje? ¿Qué compras en el viaje? ¿A quién visitas?  
 
As an option, you may choose to present your story in book form with photos or illustrations.  
  

VOCABULARIO: De viaje  
el tren the train 
el taxi the taxi 
el autobús, el bus, [el camión--Mex.] the bus 
el camión the truck 
el avión the airplane 
la bicicleta, la bici the bicycle 
la motocicleta, la moto the motorcycle 
el caballo the horse 
el barco, la lancha, el navío the boat 
el coche, el carro, el auto, el automóvil the car 
 
el aeropuerto the airport 
el aerolínea the airline 
el boleto, el billete the ticket 
la aduana customs 
el pasaporte the passport 
salidas departures 
llegadas arrivals 
el equipaje, las maletas the bags, baggage, luggage 
el pasajero / la pasajera the passenger 
el hotel the hotel 
los huéspedes the guests 
la llave the key 
la habitación the hotel room 



 
perder el vuelo (e-->ie) to miss the flight 
estar de vacaciones to be on vacation 
ir de viaje to go on a trip 
viajar por (el país / México / …) to travel through (…) 
tomar un taxi to take a taxi 
pagar la cuenta to pay the bill 
hacer reservaciones to make reservations 
abordar el avión to board the plane 
pasar por la aduana to pass through customs 
mostrar el pasaporte to show the passport 
andar en bicicleta / bici to ride a bike 
montar a caballo to ride a horse 
estar perdido / -a to be lost 
 
(con) permiso excuse me (to get around someone in your way) 
¡Ay, perdón! excuse me / whoops, sorry (after bumping into someone) 
¡Discúlpeme! excuse me / whoops, sorry 
¡Perdóneme! excuse me (to get someone’s attention) 
¿Cuánto cuesta...? How much does it cost? 
¿Dónde está…? Where is it? 

la geografía  
el mundo the world 
el país the country 
la ciudad the city 
el pueblo the town, citizenry 
el ciudadano / la ciudadana the citizen 
el presidente / la presidenta the president 
el desierto the desert 
la montaña the mountain 
el lago the lake 
el mar the sea 
la isla the island 
la frontera the border 
el volcán the volcano 
la cordillera / la sierra the mountain range 
la selva the jungle 
la tierra the earth 
la capital the capital 



el centro the downtown, city center 
el campo the countryside, field 
la gente the people (group) 
el dinero the money 
el valle the valley 
el bosque the forest 
el río the river 
el océano the ocean 
la costa the coast 
el turismo the tourism 
el parque nacional the national park 
la colina the hill 
la pradera the prairie 

unos verbos útiles 
volar (o-->ue) to fly 
llegar to arrive 
visitar to visit 
nadar to swim 
viajar to travel 
caminar to walk 
conducir (yo conduzco) to drive 
manejar to drive 
cruzar to cross 
 

¿Cómo es el clima (en general)? ¿Qué tiempo hace (hoy)? 
el clima the climate el tiempo the weather 
la nieve the snow la lluvia the rain 
el otoño the autumn el invierno the winter  
la primavera the spring el verano the summer 
 
llover (o-->ue) nevar (e-->ie) Hace fresco. 
Hace (muy) buen / mal tiempo. Hace (mucho) viento. Hace (mucho) sol. 
Hace (mucho) calor. Hace (mucho) frío. Está muy nublado. 


