
 

 

Seventh Grade Summer Homework 2018 

Dear Rising 7’s, 

As has been the case throughout your Arbor career, you have a set of assignments to do over the 
summer. Our purposes in assigning you this work are to keep fresh the many skills you have 
acquired, to prepare you for the studies you’ll be engaged in this fall, and to give you the 
opportunity to make work that can be used to enrich the classrooms and inform your peers.  
 
All of the summer homework assignments (Humanities, Math, and Spanish) are contained in this 
document.  
  
See you in the fall! 
 

- The Senior Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



HUMANITIES 
 
1) READING: 
 
Honestly, there is probably no single thing that is more important for your continued intellectual 
growth than reading good books. So definitely read this summer! 
 
At least three of the books you read this summer should be from the Arbor Senior Summer 
Reading 2018  list (the list is also located on the Summer Homework section of the Arbor 
website!). Record all of the books that you read (including the three from that list) below. (If you 
don’t want to print this page out, you can make your list on another piece of paper.)  
 
Title: Author: 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



2) READING AND MEMORIZING POETRY 
 
Spend about an hour reading poetry by Rabindranath Tagore, a famous South Asian writer (he 
wrote lots of other things besides poetry). There are numerous collections of his work, including 
in the Arbor Library. You can also find many of his poems online (just look up his name!). Take 
your time and think about what you are reading. If you choose poems from online, print them out 
and read them outside, somewhere quiet, the way poetry should be read, not in front of a 
computer screen. Pick one of his “fireflies” (as he called his short poems) and memorize it to 
share when we are back at school. Don’t worry: the “fireflies” really are very short. Be sure to 
practice it in the last few days before we get back to school. 
 
3) READING AND WRITING: 
 

In addition to the minimum of three books from the Arbor Senior Summer Reading 2018  list, 

choose and read at least one of the following books (it is a really good idea to read the writing 

prompts below before you read the book, so that you can have them in mind while reading and 

even mark parts of the book with sticky notes): 

Tusk and Stone  by Malcolm Boss 

The Conch Bearer  by Chitra Divakaruni 

Siddhartha  by Hermann Hesse 

Shabanu  by Suzanne Fisher Staples 

Shiva’s Fire  by Suzanne Fisher Staples 

The Broken Tusk  by Uma Krishnaswami 

Boys Without Names  by Kashmira Seth 

 

After reading the book of your choice, choose one of the prompts below to write to. You are well 

practiced at this variety of writing. You should start by doing planning of some kind (a mindmap, 

an outline). You should them write a draft that is at least five paragraphs long, including an intro 

and a conclusion. Then edit and revise the piece in different colors. You do NOT have to make a 

final draft of this piece, but it should demonstrate hard work in line with what we expect from a 

rising seventh-grader. 

 



Prompt #1: 
Think about how one of the main characters in your book faces situations involving cultural 
tradition. Referring to specific page numbers, find examples of your character having either to 
maintain tradition or to change it and explain those examples. What is your opinion of the 
characters’ choices and why? 
Prompt #2: 
Choose one character and explain how he or she faced conflict in the story. What was the cause 
of the conflict or conflicts? What were the the consequences? Do you agree with the character’s 
decisions? Why or why not? Find and describe, referring to specific page numbers, at least two 
examples from the book that support your points. 
 

 
4) MAPPING: 
 
Create a map of South Asia -- that is, a map of the area that extends from about 60 degrees E 
longitude to 95 degrees E longitude and from about 5 degrees north latitude to about 40 degrees 
north latitude. 
 
Your map should be on a piece of paper that is about 18” by 24”, and the map should take up 
most of the page. 
 
Your map should include a scale indicating approximate distances. (This can actually be pretty 
tricky! If you are using one of our pre-made outlines, we’ve put the approximate scale on them.) 
 
You should label the lines of latitude and longitude with their degree numbers. 
 
Your name should be prominently visible on your map. 
 
You are welcome to trace the outline that Linus gave you during the last week of school. (If you 
don’t have that outline, there are more available in the Arbor Office.) You can either just trace 
the grid lines and draw the continents in yourself or trace both the grid lines and the continents. 
If you do this, please trace them onto a single piece of high quality paper (they only work in the 
photocopier as two pieces of paper!). You’re also welcome to make the grid lines and draw the 
continents on your own as you did with your world maps in the Intermediates.  
 
Your map should include the major physical features of the area, especially the mountains and 
rivers. In this case, that includes (but need not be limited to) the Indus and Ganges Rivers, and 
the Himalayan Mountains, including the Karakoram and Hindu Kush ranges. (Please note that 
these names are transliterations from other languages, so the spellings may vary a bit in different 
atlases.) These physical features should be visible from a decent distance (in other words, use, 
for example, a thin sharpie or bold colors to draw and label them). 
 



Your map should also include the current political boundaries of this area — that is, the borders 
of the countries that appear on your map. 
 
Your map will hang in one of the Senior Rooms, orienting all of us to the geography of the area 
we’re studying and be one of the first things that guests notice when they come to the Senior 
Building. In other words, do take the time to make it beautiful. Color is not required, though it 
often does help in terms of both beauty and information. 
 
OPTIONAL: 
If you like, you can include historical information of some kind on your map. Since we will be 
studying things that happened several thousand years ago as well as things that are happening 
now, the range of information that you might include on your map is wide open. Have a look at 
an historical atlas or look up statistics about modern South Asia (you could map anything from 
languages to GDP per capita to major cities). If there is a time period that is especially interesting 
to you, or an aspect of history (religion, exploration, warfare…), include information having to 
do with that. If you decide to include historical or present-day information beyond geography, 
please remember to include a key as well as a date or dates, and know that you can put this 
information directly onto your map or make an overlay. Another option is to add decorative 
elements related to South Asia or to add other decorations such as compass roses and so on. 
 
 
 
MATH 
 
It is a fact that math skills deteriorate if you do not practice them! Therefore, for your summer 
homework we suggest that you work through the practice set on Arbor’s website (it’s a 
document called “7th Grade Practice Problems and Puzzles” in the Summer Homework section 
of the website) We recommend that you sprinkle your practice over the course of the summer. 
Don’t overload yourself; just do some practice to keep your skills in shape!  
  
There are also puzzles (in that same document: “7th Grade Practice Problems and Puzzles”) that 
might be fun to do! 
 
 
SPANISH 
 
SPANISH: Household vocabulary and writing 
For rising Sevens, our theme begins at home. What better time to practice common household 
words than when surrounded by the target vocabulary? 
 
Part one: Increase your vocabulary 
Try to learn all of the household words below. You should be able to use (and spell) these words 
by September. One very helpful thing you can do, if your parents agree, is to label the objects in 



your house. Leave the labels up until you think you have learned the words, then take them down 
and test yourself. Ask yourself what each room and thing is called as you walk around your 
house. If you can’t remember, put the label back up. You might also make flashcards or 
accordions, have someone quiz you, and use the words in conversation. This is definitely not 
something to be crammed into the last week of summer. 
 
Part two: Written description: mi casa -- o -- la casa de mis sueños 
Write as much as you can about what is in a house. You can write about your own house or 
about your dream house. You should be able to write a full page. How much can you say? Once 
you have written your house description, read it aloud and fix any mistakes you find. 
 

Remember we can say “hay ” for “there is” or “there are.” 
En mi casa hay tres baños y siete dormitorios. 
Hay una ventana pequeña en el baño grande. 
Hay una biblioteca en la casa de mis sueños. 

 
As an option, you may choose to make a visual display or model of your house or your dream 
house. If you choose this option, label the vocabulary words.  
 

Vocabulario de la casa 
los cuartos the rooms la cocina the kitchen 
el (cuarto de) baño the bathroom el comedor the dining room 
la sala the living room el dormitorio the bedroom 
los muebles the furniture las cortinas the curtains 
la mesa the table la cama the bed 
el escritorio the desk la cómoda the dresser 
la estantería the bookshelf el sofá the couch 
la silla the chair la alfombra the carpet / rug 
la ventana the window la puerta the door 
el armario the closet / cupboard el reloj the clock 
el teléfono the phone el estéreo the stereo  
el televisor the TV el fregadero the kitchen sink 
la lámpara the lamp el horno the oven 
el horno de microondas the microwave el lavaplatos the dishwasher 
el refrigerador the fridge la ducha the shower 
el lavabo the sink la bañera the bathtub 
el inodoro the toilet 
 

¿De quién es?Whose is it? 



mi dormitorio my bedroom 
el dormitorio de mi hermano my brother’s room 
el dormitorio de mis padres my parents’ room 
la casa de mis sueños my dream house 

 
These words are optional for now, but will be required later: 

el sótano the basement el desván the attic 
el piso the floor el techo the roof 
el congelador the freezer la estufa the stove 
el espejo the mirror la radio the radio 
el sillón the easy chair las llaves the keys 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


