
 

 
Primary Summer Reading 2017 

  
The following titles represent some of the best literature available for children at the Primary 
level.  We send this list as a summer gift for your family. Titles may be found and checked out at 
the Arbor School library, and most should also be available at your public library and local 
bookstore. We’ve annotated a selection of books to get you started, and the comprehensive list 
compiled and added to over the course of several years follows.  
  
An * by a title indicates it is a book from our staff-created Practically Perfect List; (NF) indicates 
non-fiction; (TR) indicates transitional reader; + indicates a new addition to the list. 
 
To a summer filled with joyful experiences of many kinds, 
The Arbor Staff 
 
 
 
Barnett, Mac Sam and Dave Dig a Hole 
Sam and Dave are on a mission. A mission to find something spectacular. So they dig a hole. 
And they keep digging. And they find . . . nothing. Yet the day turns out to be pretty spectacular 
after all. Attentive readers will be rewarded with a rare treasure in this witty story of looking for 
the extraordinary — and finding it in a manner you’d never expect. 
With perfect pacing, the multi-award-winning, New York Times best-selling team of Mac Barnett 
and Jon Klassen dig down for a deadpan tale full of visual humor. --from the publisher. See also 
Extra Yarn, and President Taft is Stuck in the Bath.  
 
Alexie, Sherman Thunder Boy, Jr. + 
Thunder Boy Jr. is named after his dad, but he wants a name that's all his own. Just because 
people call his dad Big Thunder doesn't mean he wants to be Little Thunder. He wants a name 
that celebrates something cool he's done, like Touch the Clouds, Not Afraid of Ten Thousand 
Teeth, or Full of Wonder. But just when Thunder Boy Jr. thinks all hope is lost, he and his dad 
pick the perfect name...a name that is sure to light up the sky. National Book Award-winner 
Sherman Alexie's lyrical text and Caldecott Honor-winner Yuyi Morales's striking and beautiful 
illustrations celebrate the special relationship between father and son.  
 
Barton, Chris Whoosh! Lonnie Johnson’s Super Stream of Ideas + 
Lonnie Johnson always tinkered with something. As a kid, he built rockets and launched them in 
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the park amid a crowd of friends. (He even made the rocket’s fuel, which once caught fire in the 
kitchen. Oops.) As an adult he worked for NASA and helped to power the spacecraft Galileo as 
it explored Jupiter. But nothing is as memorable in the minds of kids as his most famous 
invention (to date): the Super-Soaker.  
 
Beatty, Andrea Ada Twist, Scientist 
The creators of the New York Times bestselling picture books Rosie Revere, Engineer and Iggy 
Peck, Architect are back with a story about the power of curiosity in the hands of a child who is 
on a mission to use science to understand her world. All these books are both creative and 
informative and very well-done. 
 
Beskow, Elsa The Sun Egg; & others 
Swedish author and illustrator Elsa Beskow has been adored by generations of children for her 
lush and detailed drawings and her playful storytelling. In her lifetime she published 40 books 
and often combined real life elements with fairy tale characters. Her books are simply lovely. 
See also Children of the Forest, and Around the Year.  
 
Bowman, Donna Janell Step Right Up: How Doc and Jim Key Taught the World 

About Kindness (NF) + 
William -Doc- Key had a special way with animals. Growing up enslaved in Tennessee, Doc was 
sent to plantations around the state to care for sick and wounded animals. When the Civil War 
ended and Doc was freed, he began to dream of breeding a winning racehorse. But those 
dreams were dashed when his colt was born weak and sickly. Although many people would 
have euthanized the colt, Doc nursed him back to health and named him Jim. Noticing a level of 
curiosity and eagerness in the horse, Doc began teaching Beautiful Jim Key first to recognize 
letters, then to read, write, add, subtract, and more. Doc soon took his talented horse on the 
road, spreading a message of patience and kindness, over cruelty, to all animals. With striking 
illustrations by Daniel Minter, Step Right Up is the inspiring story of one man and one horse who 
showed the world the power of kindness. 

Brown, Peter My Teacher is a Monster 
A young boy named Bobby has the worst teacher. She's loud, she yells, and if you throw paper 
airplanes, she won't allow you to enjoy recess. She is a monster! Luckily, Bobby can go to his 
favorite spot in the park on weekends to play. Until one day... he finds his teacher there! Over 
the course of one day, Bobby learns that monsters are not always what they seem. --from the 
publisher 
 
Brown, Tricia Bobbie the Wonder Dog, A True Oregon Story + 
A farm dog named Bobbie finds his way back home from Indiana to Oregon in this true story 
from the 1920s. This event was the inspiration for Lassie, and is a favorite Arbor read-aloud. 
 
Carle, Eric The Very Hungry Caterpillar; & others * 
While The Very Hungry Caterpillar is Carle’s most famous book, he has illustrated over 70 
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whimsical titles, with bright colors, patterns, and word play all to engage the emerging reader. 
His collage art technique inspires art-making in kids, as well. See also The Mixed-Up 
Chameleon, Pancakes Pancakes, and From Head to Toe.  
 
Cooney, Barbara Miss Rumphius * 
This is another one of those books that will move adults, as well as engage children. From 
Scholastic: As a child Great-aunt Alice Rumphius resolved that when she grew up she would go 
to faraway places, live by the sea in her old age, and do something to make the world more 
beautiful — and she does all those things, the last being the most difficult of all. Inspired by a 
true-life story, Miss Rumphius shows us how we can all make the world a more beautiful place. 
See also Chanticleer and the Fox, and Island Boy.  
 
Davis, Kathryn Gibbs Mr. Ferris and His Wheel (NF) 
The legendary Ferris wheel was one of myriad inventions that came out of the 1893 World’s Fair 
in Chicago. George Washington Gale Ferris Jr. was a mechanical engineer who was 
determined to outdo the star of the previous World’s Fair, the Eiffel Tower. To Ferris, 
engineering and innovation were part of the American nature, and he set out to prove it by 
designing a structure that would amaze fairgoers...Kids who take Ferris wheels for granted 
should find this history eye-opening--from Kirkus Review  
 
de la Peña, Matt Last Stop Market Street 
You may have heard about Last Stop on Market Street after it won both this year’s Caldecott 
and Newbery (and just about every other children’s book award out there). This simple, 
intergenerational story of a boy and his grandma riding the bus through San Francisco to help 
out at a soup kitchen addresses class in an urban story not typically seen in picture books.  
 
dePaola, Tomie Strega Nona; & others * 
Told with all the charm of a traditional folktale, this original story introduces children to one of 
the best-loved characters favorite author Tomie dePaola has ever created. Named a Caldecott 
Honor Book for its whimsical watercolor illustrations, Strega Nona has taken its place among the 
classics of modern children's literature.--from the publisher. The library holds many other 
well-loved dePaola stories, wonderful family read alouds or books with engaging illustrations to 
augment early readers. See also Now One Foot, Now the Other, and The Popcorn Book.  
 
DiCamillo, Kate Bink and Gollie (series) (TR) * 
Setting out from their shared super-deluxe tree house and powered by plenty of peanut butter 
and pancakes, Bink and Gollie share three comical adventures involving outrageously bright 
socks, an impromptu trek to the Andes, and a most unlikely marvellous companion.--from 
Google Books. DiCamillo writes for beginning readers as well as young adult and beyond. She 
is deeply sensitive and one of the best current writers. Period. See also the Mercy Watson 
transitional readers series, and Leroy Ninker Saddles Up. 
 
Dubuc, Marianne The Lion and the Bird  
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Enchanted Lion Press is a publisher that produces elevated children’s literature, and this book is 
no exception. The book carries themes that will touch adults, as well as children. Synopsis from 
the publisher: One autumn day, a lion finds a wounded bird in his garden. With the departure of 
the bird's flock, the lion decides that it's up to him to care for the bird. He does and the two 
become fast friends. Nevertheless, the bird departs with his flock the following autumn. What will 
become of Lion and what will become of their friendship?  

 
Fan, Eric & Terry The Night Gardener 
Intricately illustrated and told by the Tan brothers, this book evokes a fairytale genre set in 
modern times. Each night a new, whimsical topiary appears in a tree in the depressed town’s 
Grimloch Lane or park. An orphan boy discovers who the gardener is, and together they 
transform the community. 
 
Frazee, Marla The Farmer and the Clown 
Whimsical and touching images tell the story of an unexpected friendship and the revelations it 
inspires in this moving, wordless picture book from two-time Caldecott Honor medalist Marla 
Frazee. A baby clown is separated from his family when he accidentally bounces off their circus 
train and lands in a lonely farmer’s vast, empty field. The farmer reluctantly rescues the little 
clown, and over the course of one day together, the two of them make some surprising 
discoveries about themselves—and about life!--from the publisher. See also A Couple of Boys 
Have the Best Week Ever.  
 
Gag, Wanda Millions of Cats * 
Largely regarded as one of the top picture books of all time, Millions of Cats published in 1922 is 
also a Newbery honor book (one of the only picture books ever to have won this award). The 
book is a classic, noted for its innovative design, as well as storytelling, and is the oldest 
American picture book still in print. See also The Funny Thing, and The ABC Cat.  
 
Goble, Paul The Girl Who Loved Wild Horses 
"There was a girl in the village who loved horses... She led the horses to drink at the river. She 
spoke softly and they followed. People noticed that she understood horses in a special way." 
And so begins the story of a young Native American girl devoted to the care of her tribe's 
horses. With simple text and brilliant illustrations, Paul Goble tells how she eventually becomes 
one of them to forever run free. A Caldecott medal winner. See also The Woman Who Lived 
With Wolves, and Adopted By Eagles.  
 
Howe, James Otter and Odder 
The day Otter found love, he wasn’t looking for it. He was looking for dinner. But then he gazed 
into the round, sweet, glistening eyes of Myrtle the fish, and he knew. "Impossible," he said. "I 
am in love with my food source." As for Myrtle, her first desire was: Please don’t eat me. But 
soon her heart awakened to a future she could never have imagined. The inseparable duo 
played hide-and-seek and told each other stories, but everyone said that was not the way of the 
otter. Could their love (and Myrtle) possibly survive? Aided by Chris Raschka’s illustrations in a 
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fresh faux-naïf style, James Howe tells a warm, witty tale about finding kindred spirits in the 
oddest of places-and having the good sense to keep them. A truly wonderful book. 
 
Johnson, Crockett Harold and the Purple Crayon * 
Published in 1955, this book remains as relevant and thought-provoking as ever, as Harold 
takes his crayon to draw his world and experiences. Johnson’s minimalist approach makes the 
book even more resounding in its ability to reach young children, as well as adults. See also 
Harold’s Circus, and Harold’s ABCs. 
 
Johnson, DB Magritte’s Marvelous Hat 
A wonderfully inventive picture book about the French Surrealist artist René Magritte, complete 
with optical trickery only fitting for a book on this particular artist! 
 
Krauss, Ruth  A Hole is to Dig; & others * 
Illustrated by Maurice Sendak, Krauss and her husband Crockett Johnson (Harold and the 
Purple Crayon) were early mentors to Sendak. This collaboration between Krauss and Sendak 
is timeless. From the publisher: What would you say about eyebrows? Krauss and the many 
children who made suggestions, revisions, additions (and subtractions) to this book say 
eyebrows are to go over eyes. A face? A face is something to have on the front of your head. 
Hands? Well, hands are to hold. Of course, a brother is to help you, a package is to look inside, 
arms are to hug with, and a book is to look at. And children will take this book of words and 
pictures to their hearts. See also The Backward Day, The Carrot Seed, and The Happy Day.  
 
Kuhlmann, Torben Armstrong + 
Golden-toned, lavishly detailed views of a mid-1950s world from a city mouse’s eye level enrich 
a soaring tale of astronautic achievement. Inspired by a visit to that hidden wing of the 
Smithsonian where flying machines built by rodent aviators of the past are exhibited, a mouse 
resolves to bring back proof of his theory that the moon is made of stone (the other mice, 
understandably, find the notion that it’s made of cheese more compelling). Backmatter titled  “A 
Short History of Space Travel” includes drawn and painted “photos” and bits of information 
about the real-life scientists, animals, and astronauts who were key figures in U.S. and Soviet 
space programs leading to the first moon landing. His stunning debut, Lindburgh, the Tale of a 
Flying Mouse, is also an Arbor favorite. 
 
MacLachlan, Patricia Iridescence of Birds, a Book about Henri Matisse (NF) 
Newbery winner Patricia MacLachlan’s new picture book is a lushly illustrated and told story 
about the early life of painter Henri Matisse. "It’s a sumptuous meditation on the way artists see 
and feel, one that possesses an iridescence of its own."- Publishers Weekly. See also Once I 
Ate Pie, Painting the Wind, and Arthur For the Very First Time.  
 
Martin, Rafe The Rough-Face Girl * 
This moving adaptation of the classic children's story Cinderella tells how a disfigured Algonquin 
girl wins the heart of a mysterious being who lives by the lake near her village. 
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The powerful Invisible Being is looking for a wife, and all the girls in the village vie for his 
affections. But only the girl who proves she can see him will be his bride. The two beautiful but 
spoiled daughters of a poor village man try their best to be chosen, but it is their 
Rough-Face-Girl sister, scarred on her face and arms from tending fires, who sees the Invisible 
Being in the wonder of the natural world. The dramatic illustrations reflect the vibrant earth 
colors of the landscape and the wisdom and sensitivity of the protagonist.--from the publisher 
 
Mattick, Lindsey Finding Winnie: The True Story of the World’s Most  

Famous Bear (NF) 
Winner of the 2016 Caldecott, this book tells the tale of how in 1914, Harry Colebourn, a 
veterinarian on his way to tend horses in World War I, followed his heart and rescued a baby 
bear. He named her Winnie, after his hometown of Winnipeg, and he took the bear to war. 
Colebourn's real-life great-granddaughter tells the true story of a remarkable friendship and an 
even more remarkable journey--from the fields of Canada to a convoy across the ocean to an 
army base in England...And finally to the London Zoo, where Winnie made another new friend: 
a real boy named Christopher Robin. 
 
McLerran, Alice Roxaboxen * 
Marian called it Roxaboxen. There across the road, it looked like any rocky hill -- nothing but 
sand and rocks, some old wooden boxes, cactus and greasewood and thorny ocotillo -- but it 
was a special place: a sparkling world of jeweled homes, streets edged with the whitest stones, 
and two ice cream shops. Come with us there, where all you need to gallop fast and free is a 
long stick and a soaring imagination.--from the publisher. A beautiful and part biographical book 
exploring the power of place and memory and story. See also The Mountain that Loved a Bird.  
 
Pinkney, Jerry The Lion and the Mouse 
Other than some squeaks, hoots and one enormous roar, Pinkney's interpretation of Aesop's 
fable is wordless—as is its striking cover, which features only a head-on portrait of the lion's 
face. Mottled, tawny illustrations show a mouse unwittingly taking refuge on a lion's back as it 
scurries away from an owl. The large beast grabs and then releases the tiny creature, who later 
frees the lion who has become tangled in a hunter's snare. Pinkney enriches this classic tale of 
friendship with another universal theme—family—affectingly illustrated in several scenes as well 
as in the back endpapers, which show the lion walking with his mate and cubs as the mouse 
and her brood ride on his back.--from Publishers Weekly. Celebrated and prolific children’s book 
illustrator Pinckney won the Caldecott for the gorgeous illustrations in this book.  
 
Polacco, Patricia Chicken Sunday; & others * 
If you’ve not discovered author and illustrator Patricia Polacco, you should. As with Cynthia 
Rylant and Kate DiCamillo, Polacco has immense capacity to explore complex humanistic 
themes, delivered appropriately for a young audience. Her books are also a joy for adults to 
read aloud, and many of them will move the stoic adult reader to tears. They’re gorgeous and 
full of meaning, inside and out. See also Babushka Baba Yaga, Thank You, Mr. Falker, and The 
Keeping Quilt. 
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Provensen, Alice & Martin The Year at Maple Hill Farm * 
In January, the cows stay in the barnyard, and the chickens don't lay many eggs. By March, you 
can tell spring is coming: the barn is filled with baby animals. Month by month, the animals at 
Maple Hill Farm sense the changing seasons and respond to the changes. Through gently 
humorous text and charming illustrations, Alice and Martin Provensen capture the cycle of one 
year at their beloved Maple Hill Farm in a way sure to delight city slickers and country folk alike. 
--from the publisher. See also Seasons, A Day in the Life of Murphy, and Our Animal Friends.  
 
Rylant, Cynthia Henry and Mudge (series) * 
 Mr. Putter & Tabby (series); & others * 
Portland-based writer, Cynthia Rylant, has been churning out well-loved picture books and 
transitional reader series for many years. Her books explore friendship, love, grief, and other 
mysteries, and often draw on her memories of growing up in Appalachia. Henry and Mudge is a 
series about a boy and his dog, and promises to engage even the most reluctant reader with 
accessible and relatable themes. 
 
San Souci, Robert The Talking Eggs * 
 Cendrillon (Caribbean Cinderella) * 
 The Faithful Friend * 
Acclaimed and prolific author Robert San Souci made a name for himself re-telling folktales from 
other cultures, and featuring strong female leads in his stories. He wrote the screenplay for 
Mulan for Disney, and was once quoted in an interview expressing that he never outgrew his 
love of fairy tales. He died very unexpectedly at age 68 in December.  
 
Santat, Dan The Adventures of Beekle 
A particularly well-done book on friendship, the kind of beautiful and moving picture books for 
adults disguised as books for little people.  
 
Slobodkina, Esphyr Caps For Sale * 
Caps for Sale was first published in 1938 and still sells steadily, as generation after generation 
of children demands that the cheerfully repetitive words be read and reread. 
In Caps for Sale, a cap salesman awakes from a nap to find that monkeys have taken his wares 
up a tree. He angrily shakes his finger at them, but they respond by shaking their fingers back 
and saying ''Tsz, tsz, tsz.'' No matter what he does, they imitate him. Finally, in exasperation, 
the peddler throws down his hat, and the rest is history.--from the New York Times. This book 
remains a favorite.  
 
Stead, Eric Ideas Are All Around 
Another inspiring picture book, Ideas Are All Around, chronicles the author’s struggle with 
writer’s block and his simple walk with his dog reveals discovery is everywhere. Polaroids, 
splatter art, and collage etchings combine to create an homage to looking.  
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Stewart, Sarah The Gardener * 
Late in the summer of 1935, Lydia Grace's parents are out of work, and to help make ends meet 
they send Lydia Grace to live with Uncle Jim, a baker in the city, "until things get better." Told 
entirely through Lydia Grace's letters, the story radiates her utterly (and convincingly) sunny 
personality...This inspiring offering gets much of its vitality from what it leaves unsaid...speaks 
volumes about the vast impact one small individual can make. --from Publishers Weekly 
 
Strady, Sophie Memory of an Elephant 
Memory and meaning are at the heart of this oversized, content-rich picture book celebrating 
the life of Marcel, a soulful elephant. From the towering buildings outside his window and his 
recollected world travels, to the friends, flora, and fauna that flourish around him, Marcel finds 
significance in his surroundings and, most importantly, in life's abundant details. Marcel is 
writing an encyclopedia, after all, and his entries are featured in full-page spreads packed with 
facts, elegantly situated alongside the story of his day and his life. Part story and part 
miscellany, this unforgettable book with dream-like illustrations will transfix both parents and 
children.--from the publisher. 
 
Tate, Don Poet, the Remarkable Story of George Moses Horton 
Written and illustrated by this Ezra Jack Keats award winner, this comprehensive book tells the 
story of the nineteenth century North Carolina slave who taught himself to read and earned 
money to purchase his time, though not his freedom. Horton became the first African American 
to be published in the South, protesting slavery in the form of verse. 
 
Underwood, Deborah The Quiet Book 
This gallery of quietude works for bedtime or calming down while also acknowledging that some 
quiet moods are less than happy. Each page shows one type of quietness. As these young 
children (moose, bear, rabbit, mouse and porcupine) move from scene to scene, they 
experience some contented silences (watching a robin, skipping rocks with a friend) and some 
tinged with insecurity (“First look at your new hairstyle quiet”), regret (“Jelly side down quiet”—a 
sandwich falling to the floor) or worry (“Last one to get picked up from school quiet”). The final 
sequence—a nighttime car ride in the snow, peaceful steps to bedtime—makes a comforting 
end. --from Kirkus Reviews 
 
Wells, Rosemary Noisy Nora, Shy Charles; & others 
Rosemary Wells is one of those children’s book writers and illustrators who has remained 
ever-present on the literary scene, particularly with her popular Max and Ruby series. Her 60 
books spanning 30 years predominantly feature animal characters in place of humans and 
appeal to boys and girls. Wells tends to focus on the universal connection of simple incidents of 
childhood. 
 
Wenzel, Brendan They All Saw a Cat + 
A beautifully conceived book about perspective and how everyone sees things a bit differently. 
Rave reviews include, "An ingenious idea, gorgeously realized." —Shelf Awareness, starred 
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review: "Both simple and ingenious in concept, Wenzel's book feels like a game changer." 
—The Huffington Post 
 
Woodson, Jacqueline Each Kindness 
For her books, this author has won the Coretta Scott King Honor and Jane Addams Peace 
Prize, as well as the Newbery Honor and National Book Award. Each Kindness carries a strong 
anti-bullying message and beautifully makes the point that how we treat each other matters. 
Every time new girl Maya tries to join Chloe and her friends, they reject her. Eventually Maya 
stops coming to school. When Chloe's teacher gives a lesson about how even small acts of 
kindness can change the world, Chloe is stung by the lost opportunity for friendship, and thinks 
about how much better it could have been if she'd shown a little kindness toward Maya. 
 
Yolen, Jane What To Do With A Box + 
In Arbor-fashion, this book by celebrated children’s author Jane Yolen explores if you give a 
child a box, who can tell what will happen next? It may become a library or a boat. It could set 
the scene for a fairy tale or a wild expedition.  
 
 
Other wonderful books to enjoy: 
  
Aardema, V. Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears; & other re-told folk tales 
Ackerman, K. Song and Dance Man 
Agee, J. Milo’s Hat Trick; & others 
Ahlberg, Allan The Pencil, & others 
Aiken, J. The Moon’s Revenge; & others 
Allen, Debbie Dancing in the Wings 
Anderson, C.W. Billy and Blaze (horse series) 
Anderson, H.C. The Emperor and the Nightingale 
Ardizzone, E. Tim to the Lighthouse (Little Tim series) 
Ashman, Linda Rain! 
Averill, Esther Jenny and the Cat Club (series) 
Baker, Jeannie Mirror 
Bang, Molly Living Sunlight (NF); When Sophie’s Feelings Are Really, Really Hurt 
Barner, Bob Dinosaur Bones (NF) 
Barnett, Mac Extra Yarn 
Bean, Jonathan Building Our House 
Becker, Bonnie A Visitor for Bear 
Bell, Cece Rabbit and Robot: The Sleepover 
Berger, Barbara Grandfather Twilight 
Berne, Jennifer On a Beam of Light: A Story of Albert Einstein (NF) 
Bingham, Kelly Z is for Moose 
Bishop, Nic Frogs; Lizards; Snakes; & others (NF) 
Bond, Michael Paddington Bear * 
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Bridges, Shirin L. Ruby’s Wish 
Broach, Elise When Dinosaurs Came with Everything 
Brumbeau, J. The Quiltmaker’s Gift 
Burningham, J. Come Away From the Water, Shirley; & others 
Burn, Doris Andrew Henry’s Meadow 
 Summerfolk  
Burton, V.L. The Little House * 
Butterworth, C. Sea Horse: The Shyest Fish in the Sea (NF) 
Chen, Chi-Yuan Guji Guji 
Coffelt, Nancy Fred Stays with Me! 
Cole, Brock Larky Mavis 
Crowell, Cressida That Rabbit Belongs to Emily Brown 
Croza, Laurel I Know Here 
Coudray, Philippe Benjamin Bear in Fuzzy Thinking 
Cunnane, Kelly For You Are a Kenyan Child 
Dahl, Roald The BFG; The Minpins; & others (F) * 
Dalgliesh, Alice The Bears on Hemlock Mountain 
d’Aulaire, Ingri D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths; Book of Norse Myths * 
Davies, Nicola Just the Right Size (NF) 
 Outside Your Window: A First Book of Nature (NF) 
Davis, Eleanor Stinky 
de Brunhoff, Jean Babar * 
Demi One Grain of Rice 
 The Empty Pot 
Dubuc, Marianne Mr. Postmouse’s Rounds 
Durant, Alan Always and Forever * 
Eaton, Maxwell The Adventures of Max & Pinky (series) 
Egan, Tim Dodsworth in Rome (series) 
Ellwand, David Cinderlily: A Floral Fairy Tale 
Engle, Margarita Summer Birds: The Butterflies of Maria Merian (NF); Drum Dream Girl 

(NF) 
Fagan, Corey Mr. Zinger’s Hat 
Farjeon, Eleanor The Little Bookroom (stories) 
Feldman, Eve Billy and Milly Short and Silly 
Floca, Brian Lightship (NF) 

Locomotive (NF)  
 Moonshot (NF) 
Flournoy, V. The Patchwork Quilt 
Fogliano, Julie And Then It’s Spring * 
Fox, M. Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge 
Frame, Jeron Yesterday I Had the Blues 
Frazee, Marla A Couple of Boys Have the Best Weekend Ever 
Gaffney, T. Grandpa Takes Me to the Moon 
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Gauch, Patricia Christina Katerina and the Box 
Geeslin, Campbell Elena’s Serenade 
Geisert, A. The Giant Seed 

Ice 
 Roman Numbers I to MM/N (NF) 
 Lights Out 
 Oops 
Gibbons, Gail Planet Earth/Inside Out; & others (NF) 
Giganti, Paul Each Orange Had Eight Slices 
Gourley, Robin Bring Me Some Apples and I’ll Make You A Pie 
Graham, Bob April and Esme, Tooth Fairies 
Gravett, Emily Meerkat Mail 
Greenberg, Jan Ballet for Martha: Making Appalachian Spring 
Grimm, J. The Seven Ravens  
Haas, Irene A Summertime Song 
Hall, D. The Ox-Cart Man * 
Haseley, D. A Story for Bear 
Heine, H. Friends Go Adventuring 
Helldorfer, M.C. Jack, Skinny Bones, and the Golden Pancakes 
Henkes, Kevin A Good Day 
 Birds 
 Lily’s Purple Plastic Purse; & others 
Heo, Yumi The Green Frogs (Korean folktale) 
Hesse, K. Come On, Rain! 
Hoban, Russell Best Friends for Frances; A Birthday for Frances (TR) 
Hoberman, M.A. A House is a House for Me 
 The Seven Silly Eaters 
Hoff, Sid Danny and the Dinosaur, & others (TR) * 
Hoffman, Mary Amazing Grace 
Hogrogian, N. One Fine Day 
Hopkinson, D. Apples to Oregon (NF) 
 Girl Wonder: A Baseball Story in Nine Innings (NF) 
 Stagecoach Sal (NF)  
Horacek, Petr Puffin Peter 
Howe, James Otter and Odder 
Hughes, Shirley Abel’s Moon 
 Annie Rose is My Little Sister 
 Dogger 
Hutchins, Hazel Mattland  
Idle, Molly Flora and the Flamingo 
Jackson, Ellen Earth Mother 
Jannson, Tove The Book About Moomin, Mymble, and Little My  

Finn Family Moomintroll, & others (F) * 
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Jenkins, Emily Toys Go Out (series) 
Jenkins, Steve Down, Down, Down: A Journey to the Bottom of the Sea (NF) 
 How to Clean a Hippopotamus (NF) 
Jeyaveeran, Ruth The Road to Mumbai 
Johnson, D.B. Henry Hikes to Fitchburg; & others 
Johnston, T. Cat, What Is That? 
Johnston, Tony My Abuelita 
Kalman, Maira Max Makes a Million 

What Pete Ate A-Z; & others 
Karas, Brian The Village Garage 
Kasbarian, Lucine The Greedy Sparrow: An Armenian Tale 
Kaufman, Joe How We are Born, How We Grow, How Our Bodies Work, and How 

Our Bodies Work (NF) * 
Keats, Ezra Jack Whistle for Willie 
Kellogg, S. I Was Born About 10,000 Years Ago  
 Pinkerton 
Kent, Jack Socks for Supper 
Khan, Rukhsana King for a Day 
Kimmel, E. Anansi stories 
Könnecke, Ole Anton Can Do Magic 
Krommes, Beth The House In the Night  
Lawson, JonArno Sidewalk Flowers 
Langstaff, John A Frog Went A Courtin’ 
Leaf, Munro Ferdinand * 
Lee, Suzy Shadow 
 The Wave 
Lee, Tae-Jun Waiting for Mama 
Leedy, Lauren Missing Math 
Lewis, Paul O. Frog Girl 
 Storm Boy 
Lin, Grace Ling and Ting: Not Exactly the Same (TR) 
 Lissy’s Friends 
Lindgren, Astrid The Tomten *; Pippi Longstocking (F) * 
Lionni, L. Alexander and the Wind-Up Mouse 
 Frederick 
Lipson, Eden R. Applesauce Season 
Lester, J. Tales from Uncle Remus 
Lloyd-Jones, Sally How to Be a Baby by Me the Big Sister 
Lobel, Arnold Frog and Toad are Friends, & others (NF)* 
Logue, Mary Sleep Like a Tiger 
London, J. Ali, Child of the Desert (Moroccan) 
Look, Lenore Brush of the Gods 
Lord, Janet Where is Catkin? 
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Lottridge, C.B. The Little Rooster & the Diamond Button 
Louie, A. Yeh-Shen (Chinese folktale) 
Low, William Machines Go to Work in the City 
Marshall, James George and Martha * 
McCloskey, Robert One Morning in Maine, Make Way for Ducklings, & others * 
McDonnell, P. Me… Jane 
McKay, Hilary Lulu and the Duck in the Park (series) 
McKissack, P. Flossie and the Fox 
 Precious and the Boo-Hag 
Meddaugh, Susan Martha Blah, Blah; & others 
Mead, Holly John Willy and Freddy McGee 
Melmed, L. Little Oh 
Michelson, Richard Tuttle’s Red Barn 
Millen, C. A Symphony for the Sheep 
Milne, A.A. Winnie-the-Pooh, & others * 
Minarik, Elise Little Bear (NF) * 
Mixter, Helen & My Little Round House  
Monroe, Chris Monkey with a Tool Belt  
 Monkey with a Tool Belt and the Noisy Problem 
Morales, Yuyi Nino Wrestles the World 
Napoli, Donna Jo Albert 
Nelson, Marilyn Snook Alone 
Newman, Marjorie Mole and the Baby Bird 
Nivola, Claire Orani: My Father’s Village (NF) 

Life in the Ocean: The Story of Oceanographer Sylvia Earle (NF) 
Nyeu, Tao Squid and Octopus: Friends for Always 
Park, Janie J. The Tiger and the Dried Persimmon 
Penn, Audrey The Kissing Hand * 
Perkins, L. R. Home Lovely 
Pfeffer, Wendy A Log’s Life 
Pinkwater, D. Beautiful Yetta the Yiddish Chicken 
 Uncle Melvin 
Pitcher, C. Mariana and the Merchild 
Plimouth Plantation Mayflower 1620 * (NF) 
Plourde, L. Pigs in the Mud in the Middle of the Rud 
Potter, Alicia Mrs Harkness and the Panda 
Potter, B. The Tale of Peter Rabbit; & others 
Preuss, Margi Celebritrees: Historic and famous trees of the world (NF) 
Rabinowitz, Alan A Boy and a Jaguar 
Ransome, Arthur The Fool of the World & the Flying Ship 
Raschka, Chris A Ball for Daisy 
Rathmann, Peggy Officer Buckle and Gloria; & others 
Ravishankar, A. Catch that Crocodile! 
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 Tiger on a Tree 
To Market, To Market! 

Rey, H.A. Curious George; & others 
Reynolds, Peter The Dot; Sky Color; & others * 
Robinson, Fiona What Animals Really Like 
Rockliff, Mara My Heart Will Not Sit Down 
Rockwell, Anne Apples and Pumpkins 
 Trains 
 Two Blue Jays 
Roop & Roop Keep the Lights Burning, Abbie 
Root, P. Aunt Nancy and Old Man Trouble 
Say, Allen Bicycle Man 
 Grandfather’s Journey 
 Tea with Milk 
Scanlon, Liz G. All the World 
Schaefer, Lola Lifetime: The Amazing Numbers in Animal Lives (NF) 
Schneider, Josh Tales for Very Picky Eaters 
Sceiszka, Jon Robot Zot! 
Schlitz, Laura  A. The Bearskinner 
 The Night Fairy 
Schubert, Ingrid The Umbrella 
Seeger, Laura V. First, the Egg 
 One Boy 
Sendak, Maurice Where the Wild Things Are * 
Sharmat, M. Gregory, the Terrible Eater 
Shulevitz, U. How I Learned Geography (NF) 
Shannon, David Alice the Fairy 
Shea, Susan A. Do You Know Which Ones Will Grow? 
Sierra, J. Wiley and the Hairy Man 
 Thelonius Monster’s Sky-High Fly Pie 
Silverman, E. Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa 
Silverman, Maida Anna and the Seven Swans 
Simont, Marc The Stray Dog 
Smith, Lane Grandpa Green 
Stanley, D. Saving Sweetness 
Stead, Philip A Sick Day for Amos McGee 
Steig, William             Sylvester and the Magic Pebble; Amos & Boris, & others * 
Stein, David Ezra Interrupting Chicken 

Pouch! 
Stevens, J. And the Dish Ran Away with the Spoon 
Stewart, Sarah The Gardener; & others 
 The Money Tree 
Sutton, Sally Demolition! 
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Taylor, Sean Boing! 
Thompson, L. The Apple Pie that Papa Baked 
Vamos, Samantha The Cazuela that The Farm Maiden Stirred 
Van Reek, Wouter Coppernickel: The Invention 
Voake, C. Ginger 
Viorst, J. The Tenth Good Thing About Barney 
Waber, B. Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile; & others * 
Waite, M. Jojofu (Japanese folktale) 
Ward, Lindsey Please Bring Balloons 
White, E.B. Charlotte’s Web; & others (F) * 
Wiesner, D. Flotsam 
 Mr. Wuffles 

The Three Pigs 
 Tuesday 
Wild, Margaret Our Granny 
Wildsmith, Brian The Little Wood Duck, & others 
Willems, Mo A Big Guy Took My Ball! 

Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus 
 Knuffle Bunny; & others 
Winter, Jeanette Frida 
Winter, Jonah The 39 Apartments of Ludwig von Beethoven 
Wright, Johanna The Secret Circus 
Yolen, J. Elsie’s Bird 

My Uncle Emily 
 Owl Moon 
Young, Ed Cat & Rat: Legend of the Chinese Zodiac 
 Lon Po Po 
Yu, Li-Qiong A New Year’s Reunion: A Chinese Story 
Zion, Gene Harry the Dirty Dog; & others 
  
 
POETRY 
Agee, Jon Orangutan Tongs (tongue twisters) 
Barker, Cecily M. Flower Fairies of the Summer  
Cyrus, Kurt Hotel Deep: Light Verse from Dark Water 
Florian, Douglas Dinothesaurus 
 Poem Runs: Baseball Poems and Paintings 

Poetrees 
 Summersaults 
 Comets, Stars, the Moon and Mars 

UnBEElievables 
Hughes, Langston My People 
Janeczko, Paul Firefly July: A Year of Very Short Poems 
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MacLachlan, P. Once I Ate A Pie 
Milne, A.A. Now We Are Six 
Muth, John Hi, Koo! A Year of Seasons 
O’Neill Mary Hailstones and Halibut Bones 
Schnur, Stephen Summer: An Acrostic Alphabet 
Sidman, Joyce Red Sings from the Treetops 
Stevenson, R.L. A Child’s Garden of Verses 
Worth, Valerie All the Small Poems 
  
_________________________ 
 
Some helpful tips for promoting reading and the love of books in kids (from Raising Kids Who 
Read, by Daniel T. Willingham.) 
 

● Make it easy to access books. 
● Help your child find a good time and place to read. 
● Encourage and promote the habit of ongoing pleasure reading at home. 
● Read as a family--whether aloud, or everyone silently reading their own book in the 

same room.  
● Be a model of love of reading and love of knowledge.  
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