
 
Junior Summer Reading 2017 

 
The following titles represent some of the best literature available for children at the Junior level. 
We send this list as a summer gift for your family. Titles may be found and checked out at the 
Arbor School library, and most should also be available at your public library and local 
bookstore. We’ve annotated a selection of books to get you started, and the comprehensive list 
compiled and added to over the course of several years follows.  
  
An * by a title indicates it is a book from our staff-created Practically Perfect List; (NF) indicates 
non-fiction; (TR) indicates transitional reader; + indicates a new addition to the list. 
 
To a summer filled with joyful experiences of many kinds, 
The Arbor Staff 
 
Alexie, Sherman Thunder Boy, Jr. + 
Thunder Boy Jr. is named after his dad, but he wants a name that's all his own. Just because 
people call his dad Big Thunder doesn't mean he wants to be Little Thunder. He wants a name 
that celebrates something cool he's done, like Touch the Clouds, Not Afraid of Ten Thousand 
Teeth, or Full of Wonder. But just when Thunder Boy Jr. thinks all hope is lost, he and his dad 
pick the perfect name...a name that is sure to light up the sky. National Book Award-winner 
Sherman Alexie's lyrical text and Caldecott Honor-winner Yuyi Morales's striking and beautiful 
illustrations celebrate the special relationship between father and son.  
 
Barton, Chris Whoosh! Lonnie Johnson’s Super Stream of Ideas + 
Lonnie Johnson always tinkered with something. As a kid, he built rockets and launched them in 
the park amid a crowd of friends. (He even made the rocket’s fuel, which once caught fire in the 
kitchen. Oops.) As an adult he worked for NASA and helped to power the spacecraft Galileo as 
it explored Jupiter. But nothing is as memorable in the minds of kids as his most famous 
invention (to date): the Super-Soaker.  
 
Beatty, Andrea Ada Twist, Scientist 
The creators of the New York Times bestselling picture books Rosie Revere, Engineer and Iggy 
Peck, Architect are back with a story about the power of curiosity in the hands of a child who is 
on a mission to use science to understand her world. All these books are both creative and 
informative and very well-done. 
 
Beskow, Elsa The Sun Egg; & others 
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Swedish author and illustrator Elsa Beskow has been adored by generations of children for her 
lush and detailed drawings and her playful storytelling. In her lifetime she published 40 books 
and often combined real life elements with fairy tale characters. Her books are simply lovely. 
See also Children of the Forest, and Around the Year.  
 
Birdsall, Jeanne The Penderwicks (series)  
Winner of the National Book Award, this charming series follows four sisters and their ordinary, 
comical, and engaging adventures, under the watch and guidance of their kind-hearted widowed 
botany professor father. The series feels timeless, though all books have been published in the 
past decade.  
 
Bowman, Donna Janell Step Right Up: How Doc and Jim Key Taught the World 

About Kindness (NF) + 
William -Doc- Key had a special way with animals. Growing up enslaved in Tennessee, Doc was 
sent to plantations around the state to care for sick and wounded animals. When the Civil War 
ended and Doc was freed, he began to dream of breeding a winning racehorse. But those 
dreams were dashed when his colt was born weak and sickly. Although many people would 
have euthanized the colt, Doc nursed him back to health and named him Jim. Noticing a level of 
curiosity and eagerness in the horse, Doc began teaching Beautiful Jim Key first to recognize 
letters, then to read, write, add, subtract, and more. Doc soon took his talented horse on the 
road, spreading a message of patience and kindness, over cruelty, to all animals. With striking 
illustrations by Daniel Minter, Step Right Up is the inspiring story of one man and one horse who 
showed the world the power of kindness. 

Bredsdorff, Brodi Children of Crow Cove (series) 
This under-the-radar series is poetically written by a popular Danish children’s writer. From the 
publisher:  Near a little cove where a brook runs out to the sea live a girl and her grandmother. 
All alone with no neighbors at all, the two lead a peaceful existence. But the grandmother is very 
old. When the time comes that the girl must bury the woman, she makes up a funeral song 
about the crows she is watching. The next day the same crows seem to beckon her, and so the 
Crow-Girl begins her journey, one in which she will meet people both warm and cold, hurt and 
hurtful. And before she knows it, the Crow-Girl has the makings before her of a new family...So 
begins this beautiful series of novels for children, in which young people alone in the world learn 
complex lessons about humanity. 
 
Brown, Tricia Bobbie the Wonder Dog, A True Oregon Story + 
A farm dog named Bobbie finds his way back home from Indiana to Oregon in this true story 
from the 1920s. This event was the inspiration for Lassie, and is a favorite Arbor read-aloud. 
  
Burn, Doris Andrew Henry’s Meadow; The Summerfolk 
From the New York Times: Philomel has reissued the deservedly classic Andrew Henry’s 
Meadow, first published in 1965, by Doris Burn. In a tale still pertinent today, Andrew Henry 
Thatcher, a middle child woefully ignored by his family (yes, it happened back in the homemaker 
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mother/breadwinner father days), sets off for a nearby meadow to establish a place of his own. 
Andrew Henry likes to build things, you see, but his inventions go unappreciated in the confines 
of his tidy family home. But in the meadow he is free to build his own house. “The walls were 
made of clay and rocks and poles,” made vivid in Burn’s finely detailed black-and-white ink line 
drawings. “The roof was made of fir boughs, and outside one window there was a fine landing 
field for dragonflies.” Soon other neighborhood children show up. They also have interests – 
bird watching, fishing, musical instruments, castles – that their parents refuse to indulge. 
Andrew Henry is happy to accommodate them. A small village develops amid the meadow’s 
greenery. Eventually, the parents begin to miss their offspring and come looking. They find their 
children — eclectic interests and all — and realize that children’s inquisitive explorations are 
meant to be encouraged. And that children are meant to roam free outdoors even if they do like 
to go home, eventually. 
 
Carlson, Natalie Savage The Family under the Bridge 
The Newbery Honor book is poignant, charming, beautifully written, and carries messages of 
caring, family, and helping one another. Set in Paris, the story follows Armand, an old hobo who 
lives under a bridge and relishes his solitary life. One day a working single mother and her three 
children appear, and adventures and learning about each other ensue. This slim chapter book 
also makes a good read aloud title.  
 
Cleary, Beverly Ramona (series) *  
Celebrated writer Cleary wrote more than 30 books for young people, and for those familiar with 
NE Portland, actual street names appear in her Ramona series books, and a small sculpture 
garden with book characters is in Grant Park. Whether the adventures of a mouse in Runaway 
Ralph, or a mischievous little girl and her family in the Ramona books, her characters engage 
and her stories remain timeless for grade school readers. See also The Mouse and the 
Motorcycle, and Runaway Ralph.  
 
Clements, Andrew Frindle; & others 
Clements’s books are so entertaining and well-written that they engage even the most reluctant 
reader. The protagonists in his books are often grade school or middle-school-aged boys and  
his books have garnered multiple awards and sold over 10 million copies. Frindle is one of his 
most popular titles and follows a fifth grade boy as he navigates school, making friends, and 
changing the word ‘pen’ to ‘frindle,’ a prank to annoy his dictionary-obsessed teacher and 
resulting in the involvement of the entire town. See also Brave Norman (TR), and Dolores and 
the Big Fire (TR). 
 
DiCamillo, Kate Bink and Gollie (series); Mercy Watson (series) (TR) * 
Setting out from their shared super-deluxe tree house and powered by plenty of peanut butter 
and pancakes, Bink and Gollie share three comical adventures involving outrageously bright 
socks, an impromptu trek to the Andes, and a most unlikely marvellous companion.--from 
Google Books. Her Mercy Watson series is equally charming and engaging for transitional 
readers. DiCamillo writes for beginning readers as well as young adult and beyond. She is 
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deeply sensitive and one of the best current writers. Period.  
 
Gardner, Sally Operation Bunny (series) 
A well-received new title out in 2014, Operation Bunny is the first installment in a magical 
detective series chapter book with illustrations. From the New York Times: The book has all the 
ingredients of a fairy tale — a bequeathed fortune, a wicked foster mother, ugly sisters (in this 
case, triplet toddlers), enchanted keys. The bunnies are a departure. There is a reason bunnies 
are not a part of the fairy-tale tradition — they produce no goose bumps — but, under Roberts’s 
hand, they become perplexed and pitiable, with sad pudding-bowl haircuts and anxious 
mustaches.  
 
Hanlon, Abby Dory Fantasmagory (series) 
When the first book in this series was released in 2015, it earned starred reviews in most major 
trade journals. Here is what SLJ’s Fuse 8 wrote: "Perfection of tone, plot, pacing, art, you name 
it. Author Abby Hanlon has taken a universal childhood desire (the wish of the younger sibling 
for the older ones to play with them) and turned it into a magnificent epic fantasy complete with 
sharp-toothed robbers, bearded fairy godmothers, and what may be the most realistic 6-year-old 
you’ll ever meet on a page. In a word, fantastico."  
 
Hopkinson, Deborah Stagecoach Sal; & others 
Local author Deborah Hopkinson writes historical fiction for kids and does so incredibly well. Her 
work is well-researched and presented in digestible and interesting ways for young audiences. 
She has won many awards and her writing is always paired with illustrations that augment and 
engage. See also Titanic (NF), Shutting Out the Sky (NF), and Apples to Oregon.  
 
Howe, James Pinky and Rex (series) (TR) 
A charming transitional readers series following the adventures of two best friends, a boy 
named Pinky and a spunky girl named Rex, affirming that girls and boys can each be whomever 
they are. The series also touches upon bullying and other issues relevant to young grade 
schoolers. 
 
Ignotofsky, Rachel Women in Science: 50 Fearless Pioneers Who Changed 

the World (NF) + 
A gloriously illustrated celebration of trailblazing women. Women in Science highlights the 
contributions of fifty notable women to the STEM fields of science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics, from both the ancient and modern worlds. The book also contains fascinating 
infographics and an illustrated scientific glossary. The extraordinary women profiled include 
well-known figures like the physicist and chemist Marie Curie, as well as lesser-known pioneers 
such as Katherine Johnson, the African-American mathematician who calculated the trajectory 
of the Apollo 11 mission to the moon. Women in Science celebrates the achievements of the 
intrepid women who have paved the way for the next generation of female engineers, biologists, 
mathematicians, doctors, astronauts, physicists and beyond ... 
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Jansson, Tove Finn Family Moomintroll; & others * 
Hugely popular in her native Finland (there is even a Moomintroll theme park, Moomin World, in 
Naantali in north central Finland), Jansson is not as well known in the States. The Moomin 
series has been translated into 44 languages and sold millions of copies worldwide, and follows 
the life and adventures of little white trolls living in Moomin Valley. The series began as a comic 
strip for the London Evening Newspaper, her unique sense of whimsy in her illustrations 
immediately capturing attention, and grew into beloved books.  
 
Joyce, William Ollie’s Odyssey + 
The multi-faceted William Joyce appears again with a beautifully illustrated Ollie’s Odyssey. 
Many children's books have been written about the secret life of toys, but Joyce's storytelling 
and original characters elevate this novel.  
 
Konigsburg, E.L. From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler * 
 Jennifer Hecate Macbeth William McKinley and Me,  

Elizabeth * 
A scientist before she became a writer, Konigsburg is the author of over 20 books, and won the 
Newbery twice, one for From the Mixed Up Files. From Scholastic--Bored with her life, 
twelve-year-old Claudia Kincaid is ready for a big change. In fact, she wants to run away from 
home. But she doesn't like discomfort. She doesn't even like picnics. So an old-fashioned, 
knapsack kind of running away is out of the question. Instead of running from somewhere, she 
decides to run to somewhere — some place comfortable, and preferably beautiful. Where else, 
but the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City?...Author Konigsburg's tale of a young 
girl's escape into a search for identity — her own and Angel's — in one of the world's greatest 
museums was awarded a 1967 Newbery Medal, as well as named an American Library 
Association Notable Book, and "Best of the Best" by the School Library Journal. Illustrated by 
Konigsburg's own expressionistic line drawings, the book remains a modern classic. 
 
Kuhlmann, Torben Armstrong + 
Golden-toned, lavishly detailed views of a mid-1950s world from a city mouse’s eye level enrich 
a soaring tale of astronautic achievement. Inspired by a visit to that hidden wing of the 
Smithsonian where flying machines built by rodent aviators of the past are exhibited, a mouse 
resolves to bring back proof of his theory that the moon is made of stone (the other mice, 
understandably, find the notion that it’s made of cheese more compelling). Backmatter titled  “A 
Short History of Space Travel” includes drawn and painted “photos” and bits of information 
about the real-life scientists, animals, and astronauts who were key figures in U.S. and Soviet 
space programs leading to the first moon landing. His stunning debut, Lindburgh, the Tale of a 
Flying Mouse, is also an Arbor favorite. 
 
Levine, Gail Carson Stolen Magic 
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The Newbery Honor author of Ella Enchanted, Levine, weaves a thrilling tale of mystery in this 
companion to A Tale of Two Castles. Elodie, the dragon detective Meenore, and the kindly ogre 
Count Jonty Um are all on their way to Elodie’s home island of Lahnt. Elodie has barely set foot 
on land before she learns that the Replica, a statue that keeps her island’s deadly volcano from 
erupting, has been stolen! If the Replica isn’t found in three days, a mountain will be destroyed. 
And when Elodie ends up alone with a cast of characters that may all be guilty, she has to use 
her wits to try to unravel a tangled web of lies. 

Lowry, Lois Anastasia Krupnick (series); & others * 
Lowry has authored more than 30 children’s books and picked up two Newbery awards. The 
Giver was recently made into a movie starring Jeff Bridges. The Anastasia Krupnick series is 
hugely popular at the Arbor library and these thin chapter books share stories of a ten year old 
Anastasia grappling with and celebrating school, family, and all the ins and outs of being a kid. 
Of the series Lowry once said, “I use the Anastasia books to make myself laugh and to lighten 
up between serious books. But I also use them to deal with serious topics in a different way, 
disguised by humor.” We also have her Sam series and the hilarious Gooney Bird series. 
 
MacLachlan, Patricia Sarah, Plain & Tall (series); & others * 
This Newbery Medal–winning book is the first of five books in Patricia MacLachlan's chapter 
book series about the Witting family. Set in the late nineteenth century and told from young 
Anna's point of view, Sarah, Plain and Tall tells the story of how Sarah Elisabeth Wheaton 
comes from Maine to the prairie to answer Papa's advertisement for a wife and mother. Before 
Sarah arrives, Anna and her younger brother Caleb wait and wonder. Will Sarah be nice? Will 
she sing? Will she stay? This children's literature classic is perfect for fans of Laura Ingalls 
Wilder's Little House on the Prairie books, historical fiction, and timeless stories using rich and 
beautiful language. Sarah, Plain and Tall gently explores themes of abandonment, loss and 
love.--from the publisher 
 
McGhee, Alison Firefly Hollow 
The denizens of Firefly Hollow deal with loss, maturation, and friendship in this gentle and 
gorgeously illustrated novel. Firefly wants to fly to the moon. Cricket wants most to be the 
catcher in a baseball game like his hero, Yogi Berra. The miniature giant Peter (a human child) 
wants his best friend back. These three youngsters help one another to cope with various 
losses and fears. Watching over them is Vole, an elderly creature who has his own quest to 
follow. 
 
Osborne, Mary Magic Tree House (series) 
In this ever-growing series, Osborne combines history, magic, and fast-paced adventure as 
siblings Jack and Annie discover a mysterious tree house filled with books that take them on 
exciting adventures around the world and throughout history! Some titles are paired with Fact 
Trackers and Research Guides as companion books.  
 
Pinkney, Andrea Davis A Poem for Peter (NF) + 
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The winner of many Best Books of 2016 awards, A Poem for Peter tells the story of the iconic 
children’s book, The Snowy Day. Author Andrea Davis Pinkney pieces together Keats's 
biography, tracing spots where early versions or hints of Peter can be found, and reflects on 
what a monumental event the publication of the picture book was and still is. Students will learn 
about Keats's early life, his tireless dedication to provide for his immigrant family, his love and 
pursuit of art, and how he changed his name from Jacob (Jack) Ezra Katz to Ezra Jack Keats to 
avoid anti-Semitism in the United States after World War II.  
 
Polacco, Patricia Chicken Sunday, & others * 
If you’ve not discovered author and illustrator Patricia Polacco, you should. As with Cynthia 
Rylant and Kate DiCamillo, Polacco has immense capacity to explore complex humanistic 
themes, delivered appropriately for a young audience. Her books are also a joy for adults to 
read aloud, and many of them will move the stoic adult reader to tears. They’re gorgeous and 
full of meaning, inside and out. See also Babushka Baba Yaga, Thank You, Mr. Falker, and The 
Keeping Quilt. 
 
Prevot, Franck Wangari Maathai: The Woman Who Planted Millions of Trees (NF) 
Wangari Maathai's biographical details, including, of course, her creation of Kenya's Green Belt 
Movement, are explicitly linked to feminist and human rights issues during her lifetime in this 
picture book. After an introduction to Wangari Maathai as a woman who "carried out her 
important work with important people"—and an immediate, affirming reference to "village 
women" as important people—the text moves into a present-tense description of the life and 
times of Wangari, "she who belongs to the leopard." The biography officially concludes with 
Maathai's Nobel Peace Prize and is followed by an abundance of further information. This slim 
but emphatic biography stands out among others about Wangari Maathai with its well-crafted 
treatment of political issues. - Kirkus Reviews, *starred review. 
 
Reef, Catherine Florence Nightingale: The Courageous Life of the Legendary  

Nurse (NF) + 
A gorgeous new, pretty extensive, book about her life was just published by veteran biographer 
Catherine Reef. Florence Nightingale: The Courageous Life of the Legendary Nurse includes 
much backstory on Nightingale’s family and the Victorian Era, while highlighting Nightingale’s 
complex character and her commitment to what she believed, as well as her refusal to follow 
convention. Did you know she also founded the first secular nurse-training school?  
 
Rubin, Susan Stand There! She Shouted: The Invincible Photographer 

Julia Margaret Cameron (NF) 
Juniors explore biographies as part of their curriculum and this new title is a wonderful addition 
to Arbor’s already comprehensive collection. From the publisher: The girls in Julia Margaret’s 
family were known as “the beautiful Miss Pattles”— all except Julia. Plain, short, and clever, 
Julia Margaret would eventually create her own beauty in the photographs she produced. Susan 
Goldman Rubin follows the groundbreaking photographer from her privileged childhood in 
Calcutta and Versailles to her role in bohemian salons in England, whose luminaries — Alfred 
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Tennyson and many others — would later pose for her portraits. Commanding and eccentric, 
Julia Margaret Cameron persuaded children and friends to dress up and hold still for the long 
sittings needed to stage scenes based on literature and myth. Featuring more than a dozen 
vintage photographs as well as gorgeous illustrations by Bagram Ibatoulline, this engrossing 
biography illuminates the very beginnings of photography —and the determined woman who 
made the art form her own. 
 
Rylant, Cynthia Henry and Mudge (series) (TR) * 
 Mr. Putter & Tabby (series) (TR); & others  
Portland-based writer, Cynthia Rylant has been churning out readers’ favorites picture books 
and transitional reader series for many years. Her books explore friendship, love, grief, and 
other mysteries, and often draw on her memories of growing up in Appalachia. Henry and 
Mudge is a series about a boy and his dog, and promises to engage even the most reluctant 
reader with accessible and relatable themes. 
 
San Souci, Robert The Talking Eggs *; The Faithful Friend; & others 
Acclaimed and prolific author Robert San Souci made a name for himself re-telling folktales from 
other cultures, and featuring strong female leads in his stories. He wrote the screenplay for 
Mulan for Disney, and was once quoted in an interview expressing that he never outgrew his 
love of fairy tales. He died very unexpectedly at age 68 in December, 2015.  
 
Scieszka, Jon Frank Einstein and the Antimotor Motor (series) 
Scieszka is an interesting guy. The first Ambassador for Young People’s Literature, he founded 
a web-based literacy program for boys, and has won multiple awards for his picture and chapter 
books. Frank Einstein is his latest. From the publisher: Frank Einstein loves figuring out how the 
world works by creating household contraptions that are part science, part imagination, and 
definitely unusual. After an uneventful experiment in his garage-lab, a lightning storm and flash 
of electricity bring Frank’s inventions—the robots Klink and Klank—to life! Not exactly the ideal 
lab partners, the wisecracking Klink and the overly expressive Klank nonetheless help Frank 
attempt to perfect his Antimatter Moto...until Frank’s archnemesis, T. Edison, steals Klink and 
Klank for his evil doomsday plan! Using real science, Jon Scieszka has created a unique world 
of adventure and science fiction—an irresistible chemical reaction for middle-grade readers. 
 
Sidney, Margaret The Five Little Peppers (series) 
Set in the late 1800s, and written in 1881, The Five Little Peppers series chronicles the five 
Pepper children and their hard-working widowed mama. Times are tough in the little brown 
house, but courage and good cheer help propel the family forward in these books which 
continue on as classics.  
 
Sloan, Holly Goldberg Appleblossom the Possum + 
Fans of E.B. White and Dick King-Smith will adore Appleblossom the Possum, a heartwarming 
and funny animal adventure by the award-winning author of New York Times Bestseller 
Counting by 7s. 

4201 SW Borland Road Tualatin, Oregon 97062 503.638.6399 www.arborschool.org 



 
Smith, Jr., Charles R. 28 Days: Moments in Black History That Changed the World (NF) + 
Fueled by childhood memories of hearing the same Black History Month stories about the same 
people and events told the same way over and over, prolific author Charles R. Smith, Jr., sought 
to convey the importance and relevance of African American contributions and milestones in 28 
Days: Moments in Black History That Changed the World, 28 brief descriptions of crucial people 
or events in black history, ranging from 1770 to the present, from Crispus Attucks, the first man 
shot in the Boston Massacre, sparking the Revolutionary War, to Madame C. J. Walker, who 
after years of adversity became the wealthiest black woman in the country, as well as one of the 
wealthiest black Americans, to Barack Obama. 
 
Steig, William Abel’s Island; & others * 
Named the best book of the year by the New York Times when it was published in 1976, Abel’s 
Island went on to win a Newbery and become a classic as the decades passed. Abel the mouse 
is swept away in a storm and stranded on an island. His time alone forced into survival mode 
and removed from the comforts and familiarity of home and habits teaches Abel about the world 
he took for granted, and brings him a new understanding of himself and of the power of 
discovery. See also Dr. DeSoto, and Amos & Boris.  
 
Sweet, Melissa Some Writer!: The Story of E.B. White (NF) + 
Two-time Caldecott Honor winner, Melissa Sweet, came out with a new whimsical, beautiful, 
and well-researched biography of EB White that combines White’s personal letters, photos, and 
family ephemera with her own exquisite artwork to tell the story of this American literary icon. 
White’s granddaughter wrote the afterword.  
 
West, Jacqueline The Books of Elsewhere 
This New York Times bestselling author created a 5-book series geared to middle grades, 
telling the story of Olive Dunwoody and her parents who move into an old, creaky mansion, 
where Olive discovers the paintings inside are far more than just art—and far more dangerous, 
too. 
 
White, E. B. Trumpet of the Swan; & others * 
E.B. White’s books remain classics, and his eloquence and mastery of the writing and 
storytelling crafts have contributed to this. While Stuart Little and Charlotte’s Web took wing off 
the page and onto film, Trumpet of the Swan is perhaps a quieter book than the other two, but 
no less moving or well done. Louis the swan was born without a voice and compensates with 
his trumpet. Romance, friendship, and determination all play out in this timeless story.  
 
Willems, Mo Diva and Flea 
Though Willems is primarily known for his humorous picture books, this short chapter book is a 
treat, particularly because he teamed up with his pal Tony DiTerlizzi (Spiderwick) who 
illustrated. For as long as she could remember, Diva lived at 11 avenue Le Play in Paris, 
France. For as long as he could remember, Flea also lived in Paris, France-but at no fixed 
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address. When Flea flies past Diva's courtyard one day, their lives are forever changed. 
Together, Diva and Flea explore and share their very different worlds, as only true friends can 
do.  
  
Other wonderful books to enjoy: 
 
Aardema, V. Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears 
Ackerman, K. Song and Dance Man 
Ahlberg, Allan The Man Who Wore All His Clothes (Gaskitts series) 
Aiken, J. The Moon’s Revenge 
Anderson, H.C. The Emperor and the Nightingale 
Ardizzone, E. Tim to the Lighthouse; & others 
Aston, Diana H. Moon Over Star 
Atinuke Anna Hibiscus (series) 

The No. 1 Car Spotter 
Atkins, Jeannine Girls Who Looked Under Rocks 
Atwater, R. & F. Mr. Popper’s Penguins 
Averill, Esther Jenny and the Cat Club (series) 
Avi Poppy (series) 
Babbitt, N. Tuck Everlasting; Kneeknock Rise; & others * 
Baker, Jeannie Mirror (Australia & Morocco) 
Bang, Molly When Sophie Gets Angry, Really, Really Angry 
 Picture This: How Pictures Work (NF) 
Bass, Hester The Secret World of Walter Anderson (NF) 
Bean, Jonathan Building Our House 
Beeler, S. B. Throw Your Tooth on the Roof: Tooth Traditions from Around the  

World (NF) 
Benchley, N. Sam the Minuteman 
Berger, Barbara Gwinna 
Berne, Jennifer On a Beam of Light: A Story of Albert Einstein (NF) 
Bishop, Nic Frogs (NF) 
 Lizards (NF) 
Borden, Louise Sleds on Boston Common; & others (NF) 
Broach, Elise When Dinosaurs Came with Everything 
Brown, Don Alice Ramsey’s Grand Adventure 
 Young Jim Thorpe: Bright Path (NF) 
Bruchac, Joseph The Girl Who Helped Thunder and Other Native American Folktales 
Bruchac & London Thirteen Moons on Turtle’s Back 
Bulla, Clyde Shoeshine Girl 
 The Chalkbox Kid 
Burgess, T. Old Mother West Wind 
Burningham, J. Mr. Gumpy’s Outing 
Burton, V. The Little House 
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 Mike Mulligan & his Steam Shovel 
Cameron, A. The Stories Julian Tells; & others * 
Cameron, Eleanor The Wonderful Flight to the Mushroom Planet (series) * 
Carroll, Lewis Alice in Wonderland * 
Child, Lauren Clarice Bean, That’s Me; & others 
Chin, Jason Island: A Story of the Galapagos (NF) 

Redwoods (NF) 
Coffelt, Nancy Fred Stays With Me! 
Cole, Henry Unspoken: A Story from the Underground Railroad (NF) 
Colfer, Eoin The Legend of Captain Crow’s Teeth 
Colum, Padraic The Children’s Homer 

The Children of Odin 
The King of Ireland’s Son 

Cone, Molly Mishmash 
Cooney, B. Island Boy 
 Miss Rumphius 
Cooper, S. The Boggart 
 Over Sea, Under Stone 
Cowley, Joy Snake and Lizard * 
Creech, Sharon Love That Dog; Granny Torrelli Makes Soup; & others * 
Crowe, Ellie Surfer of the Century: Duke Kahanamoku (NF) 
Croza, Laurel I Know Here 
Czernecki, S. The Cricket’s Cage (Chinese folktale) 
d’Aulaire, I. & E. D’Aulaires’ Book of Greek Myths 
 D’Aulaires’ Book of Norse Myths 
Dahl, R. The BFG; & others 
Davidson The Story Thomas Alva Edison (NF) 
 Frederick Douglass (NF) 
Davies, Nicola Just the Right Size: Why Big Things are (NF) 

Big and Little Things are Little (NF) 
deJong The Wheel on the School 
Demi One Grain of Rice 
Drummond, Allan Moby Dick 
Eager, E. The Knight’s Castle; & others 
Enright, E. Gone-Away Lake 
 The Sea is All Around 
 Thimble Summer 
Estes, E. Ginger Pye * 
 The Hundred Dresses * 
 The Moffats (series) * 
Fagan, Cory Mr. Zinger’s Hat 
Farjeon, E. Elsie Piddock Skips in Her Sleep 
 The Little Bookroom (stories) 
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Fitzgerald, J. The Great Brain series (NF) 
Fleischman, P. Joyful Noise (poetry) 
 I Am A Phoenix 
Floca, Brian Lightship (NF) 

Locomotive (NF)  
 Moonshot (NF) 
Florian, Douglas Dinothesaurus; UnBEElievables; & others (poetry) * 
Flournoy, V. The Patchwork Quilt 
Frasier, Debra Miss Alaineus 
Frazee, Marla A Couple of Boys Have the Best Weekend Ever 
Fritz, Jean Will You Sign Here, John Hancock? (NF) 
 Where Was Patrick Henry on the 29th of May? (NF) 

Where Do You Think You’re Going,Christopher Columbus? (NF) 
Gaffney, T. Grandpa Takes Me to the Moon 
Gandhi, Arun Grandfather Gandhi (NF) 
Gannett, Ruth S. My Father’s Dragon * 
Gardiner, J. Stone Fox 
Gates, Doris Blue Willow 
Gauch, Patricia Christina Katerina and the Box 
Geeslin, Campbell Elena’s Serenade 
Geisert, A. The Giant Seed 

Ice 
 Roman Numbers I to MM/N (NF) 
 Lights Out 
 Oops 
George, J. The Tarantula in My Purse 
Gibbons, Gail Dogs; Farming; From Seed to Plant; & others * (NF) 
Goble, Paul The Girl Who Loved Wild Horses 
Godden, Rumer The Mousewife 
Gourley, Robin Bring Me Some Apples and I’ll Make You a Pie 
Grahame, Kenneth The Wind in the Willows * 
Greenberg, Jan Ballet for Martha: Making Appalachian Spring  
Greenberg, Jan & Christo and Jean-Claude: Through the Gates and Beyond (NF) 
Griffith, Victoria The Fabulous Flying Machines of Alberto Santos-Dumont (NF) 
Grimm, J. The Seven Ravens 
Haas, Jess Be Well, Beware (a horse story) 
 Clean House 
Hall, D. The Ox-Cart Man 
Hamerstrom, F. Walk When the Moon is Full 
Hamilton, V. The People Could Fly (African-American folktales) 
Hansen, R. Panda: A Guide Horse for Ann (NF) 
Heide, Florence P. Dillweed’s Revenge 
Heiligman, Deborah The Boy Who Loved Math (NF) 
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Heine, H. Friends Go Adventuring 
Helldorfer, M.C. Jack, Skinny Bones and the Golden Pancakes 
Hendrix, John John Brown: His Fight For Freedom (NF) 
Henkes, Kevin Lily’s Purple Plastic Purse, & others 

The Year of Billy Miller 
Heo, Y. The Green Frogs (Korean folktale) 
Hoban, Russell How Tom Beat Captain Najork and His Hired Sportsmen 

A Near Thing for Captain Najork 
Hodges, M. Molly Limbo (English folktale) 
 Saint George and the Dragon 
Hosford, Kate Infinity and Me 
Howard, E. The Log Cabin Quilt 
Howe, John The Knight with the Lion: Story of Yvain 
Hutchins, Hazel Mattland 
Issa Today and Today (haiku) 
Jackson, Ellen Earth Mother 
Jenkins, Emily Toys Go Out 
 Toy Dance Party 

Toys Come Home 
Jenkins, Steve Down, Down, Down: A Journey to the Bottom of the Sea (NF) 
 How to Clean a Hippopotamus (NF) 
Johnston, Tony My Abuelita 
Juster, Norman The Phantom Tollbooth * 
Karas, Brian The Village Garage 
Kellogg, S. I Was Born About 10,000 Years Ago 
Kalman, MairaLooking at Lincoln (NF) 

Thomas Jefferson: Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Everything (NF) 
Kendall, C. The Gammage Cup 
 The Whisper of Glocken 
Khan, Rukhsana King for a Day 

The Big Red Lollipop 
Kimmel, E. Anansi  and the Moss-Covered Rock 
King-Smith, D. Babe: The Gallant Pig; & others * 
Krishnaswami, U. Monsoon! 
Krensky, Stephen Sisters of Scituate Light  
Langstaff, John A Frog Went A Courtin’ 
Lasky, Kathryn The Librarian Who Measured the Earth (NF) 
Lauber, P. Hurricanes (NF) 
Layton, Neal Mammoth Academy 
Lear, Edward The Pelican Chorus 
Lee, Jeanne M. The Song of Mu Lan 
Lester, J. Tales of Uncle Remus  
Lewis, C.S. Chronicles of Narnia (series) * 
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Lionni, L. Alexander and the Wind-Up Mouse 
Lincoln, M. The Pirate’s Handbook 
Lindgren, Astrid The Tomten; Pippi Longstocking * 
Lobel, A. Frog and Toad are Friends 
Loehr, M. The Magic Elements Quartet 
Lofting, H. The Story of Doctor Dolittle; & others 
Logue, Mary Sleep Like a Tiger 
London, J. Ali, Child of the Desert (Moroccan) 
Look, Lenore Brush of the Gods  
Lord, B. In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson 
Lottridge, C.B. The Little Rooster and the Diamond Button 
Louie, A. Yeh-Shen (Chinese Cinderella tale) 
Lovelace, Maud H. Betsy-Tacy (series) 
Low, William Machines Go to Work in the City 
Macaulay, D. Shortcut  
 The New Way Things Work (NF) 
MacDonald, B. Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle (series) 
MacNaughton, C. Once Upon an Ordinary School Day 
Marcellino, Fred I, Crocodile 
Martin, J.B. On Sand Island 
 Snowflake Bentley 
Mason, Simon The Quigleys (series) 
Mathis The Hundred Penny Box 
McCully, E. The Bobbin Girl 
 The Escape of Oney Judge 
 Marvelous Mattie: How Margaret Knight Became an Inventor (NF) 
 Mirette on the High Wire (NF) 
 Wonder Horse: The True Story of the World’s Smartest Horse (NF) 
McElligot, M. The Lion’s Share: A Tale of Halving Your Cake and Eating It Too 
McKay, Hilary Lulu and the Duck in the Park (series) 
McKissack, P. Flossie and the Fox 
 Porch Lies and Other Tales 
McLerran, Alice Roxaboxen * 
McClosky, Robert Homer Price; & others * 
McNaughton, Colin Once Upon an Ordinary School Day 
McSwigan Snow Treasure 
Meddaugh, Susan Martha Blah Blah 

Perfectly Martha 
Millen, C. A Symphony for the Sheep 
Milne, A.A. Winnie-the-Pooh; & others * 
Minarik, E. Little Bear; & others * 
Mitchell, B. A Pocketful of Goobers: George Washington Carver 
Moss, MarissaBarbed Wire Baseball 
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Mowat, Farley Owls in the Family 
Myers, Tim Basho and the Fox 
Nelson, Kadir We Are the Ship: the Story of Negro Leagues baseball (NF) 
Nesbit, E. Five Children and It * 
 The Railway Children * 
 The Story of the Treasure Seekers * 
Nivola, Claire Orani: My Father’s Village (NF) 

Life in the Ocean: The Story of Oceanographer Sylvia Earle (NF) 
Nolan, Lucy Down Girl and Sit: Smarter than Squirrels (series) 
Norton, M. The Borrowers, & others * 
O’Connor, B. The Fantastic Secret of Owen Jester; & others * 
Olshan, Matthew The Mighty Lalouche 
Paterson, K. The King’s Equal * 
Pearce, P. The Little Gentleman 
 Tom’s Midnight Garden 
Pene du Bois, W. The Twenty-One Balloons 
Pennypacker, S. Clementine 
 Clementine: Friend of the Week 
 Clementine’s Letter 
 The Talented Clementine  
Perkins, Mitali Rickshaw Girl 
Pinkney, B. Sparrowboy  
Potter, Alicia Mrs. Harkness and the Panda 
Rabinowitz, Alan A Boy and a Jaguar 
Ransome, Arthur The Fool of the World & the Flying Ship * 
 Swallows and Amazons * (NF) 
Rex, Adam Frankenstein Makes a Sandwich 
Robinson, Fiona What Animals Really Like 
Rockliff, Mara My Heart Will Not Sit Down 
Rodanas, Kristina The Blind Hunter 
Ross, K. Gifts to Make for Your Favorite Grownup 
Rumford, James The Cloudmakers 
 Sequoyah: The Cherokee Man Who Gave His People Writing (NF) 
 Silent Music 
 Travelling Man: The Journey of Ibn Battuta, 1325-1354 (NF) 
Ryder, J. Shark in the Sea 
Saint-Exupery, A. de The Little Prince * 
Say, Allen The Bicycle Man 
 The Boy in The Garden 
 Grandfather’s Journey, & others 
Schachner, Judith Mr. Emerson’s Cook 
Schlitz, Laura A. The Bearskinner 
 The Night Fairy 
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Schneider, Josh Tales for Very Picky Eaters 
Schotter, Roni Nothing Ever Happens on 90th Street 
Schwarz, Viviane Timothy and the Strong Pajamas 
Sewall, M. Thunder from the Clear Sky (Wampanoags) 
Shulevitz, U. How I Learned Geography (NF) 

The Travels of Benjamin of Tudela: Through Three Continents in the 
Twelfth Century (NF) 

Sidman, Joyce Song of the Water Boatman 
 Butterfly Eyes 
Sierra, J. Wiley and the Hairy Man 
Silverman, E. Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa; & others 
Silverstein, Shel The Giving Tree; & others * 
Singh, Vandana Younguncle Comes to Town 
Sis, Peter The Tree of Life, Charles Darwin (NF) 
 Tibet Through the Red Box (NF) 
Sleigh, Barbara Carbonel, the King of Cats 
Soros, Barbara Tenzin’s Deer 
Spyri, Johanna Heidi 
Stanley, D. Leonardo da Vinci (NF) 
 Saladin: Noble Prince of Islam (NF)  
 Saving Sweetness 
Stead, Philip A Sick Day for Amos McGee 
Stewart, Sarah The Gardener 
 The Money Tree 
Stevenson, J. Heat Wave At Mud Flat; & others 
Sweet, Melissa Balloons Over Broadway 
Taylor, S. All-of-a-Kind Family (series) 
Teague, Mark Dear Mrs. LaRue 
 The Secret Shortcut 
Thurber, James 13 Clocks 
Tingle, Tim Crossing Bok Chitto 
Trumble, K. Cat Mummies 
Valgardson, W. Winter Rescue 
Van Allsburg, Chris Queen of the Falls 
Waber, B. Ira Sleeps Over 
 Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile 
Wexler, J. Everyday Mysteries 
Wick, Walter A Drop of Water 
 Walter Wick’s Optical Tricks 
Wilder, Laura I. Little House in the Big Woods; & others * 
Winslow, M. Mud Pies and Other Recipes for Dolls 
Winter, Jonah You Never Heard of Sandy Koufax? (NF) 
Woodson, J. The Other Side 
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Yep, L. The Khan’s Daughter 
Yolen, Jane Johnny Appleseed: The Legend and the Truth 
 My Uncle Emily 

Raising Yoder’s Barn 
 
  
_________________________ 
 
Some helpful tips for promoting reading and the love of books in kids (from Raising Kids Who 
Read, by Daniel T. Willingham. 
 

● Make it easy to access books. 
● Help your child find a good time and place to read. 
● Encourage and promote the habit of ongoing pleasure reading at home. 
● Read as a family--whether aloud, or everyone silently reading their own book in the 

same room.  
● Be a model of love of reading and love of knowledge.  
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